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LETTER X. 

> 

Lady Nelson to Mrs. Selwin. 

Montpellier. 
. * 

JL SAID, my dear Madam, you would 
be startled at the extraordinary size of 
a packet I sent off two days ago ; I did 
not then think I should have occasion 
to write again so soon ; but an incident 
I have since encountered determines 
me to add another letter to those which 
perhaps you have but just received. I 
vol. !!• b informed 
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informed you in my last I was that 
evening to attend Madame Tourville 
to th* Ball. We found the Rooms 
amazingly crouded, and in my opinion 
disagreeable Enough. The indiffer- 
ence, if not discontent, with which I 
entered this assembly, was still predo- 
minant. I felt myself incommoded- — 
I complained of the violent heat, 
though few besides seemed sensible of 
any inconveniency — I had it all to 
myself. What inconvenience to minds 
at ease could proceed from a genteel 
multitude who were gratified by their 
own appearance, and transported with 
the music and splendour by which they 
were surrounded? All but myself 
were ready to join with vivacity hi the 
amusements of the place. I thought 
of our dear Counts— I thought of Jrim 
with too much regret to have any relish 

for 
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for the pleasures going forwards. A 
small apartment adjoining to the ball-* 
room attracted my notice, for no other 
reason but that it was deserted. . Thi- 
ther I retired, where throwing up a 
window, I had the double enjoyment 
of a reviving breeze, and the free in- 
dulgence of *my o*m silent reflections 
—reflections which were uninterrupt- 
edly employed on the Count A lure-* 
dus. I ran wover his whole sad story 
in the pastry-cook's shop ; I was stupid 
fied with grief — the poor bent sixpence 
—I listened with him at the door— ^ 
I rushed with him into his sister's 
apartment — -I felt the emaciated arms 
of the phantom — I saw her faint in his 
embraces. Were these* my dear mo* 
the* — were these reflections for a ball- 
room? I have done with them — they 
will too deeply affect you. Thus situ- 

a 2 ated, 
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ated, I was broke in upon by Madame 
Tourville, the Marquis Pierpoint, and 

several others — mv reverie ended with 

• 

their presence. They rallied ine with- 
out mercv, on having surrarized rae so 
seriously disposed. I pleaded a head* 
ache — in truth it was a heart-ache. — 
I pleaded my being overcome with the 
Y/armttuof the room ; but, after alL, was 
obliged to adopt, in some measure, 
their gaiety. They forced me to put 
on a shew of liveliness. A spirited 
conversation ensued ; we were still at 
the window. A superb equipage drew 

up just beneath where we stood — it ar- 
rested our attention — our eves were all 
turned towards it. That coach, cried 
the Marquis, is the Duke de - Deni s ;- — 
observe Ladies a Cicisheo, or a hus- 
band; for his Grace is at libertv to 
make a second choice. — Look— he is 

just 



just stepping from the carriage;— 
beautiful as you all are, you will not 
find him unworthy your attractions* 1 
think I should have ktfown him for 
the Count's- brother, if the Marquis had 
not announced him; they very much 
resemble each other, with this diffe- 
rence, though the Duke .is one year 
older than the Count, he looks at least 
ten, years younger ; besides, the Duk>e 
dresses magnificently showy, has an air 
of gaiety and gallantry, nothing of 
which distinguishes our noble, placid, 
venerable friend. Whilst I was exa- 
mining the Duke, lam hardly yetsen- 
sible of what, my feelings were at that 
moment; I could not hate him, be- 
cause in his face and person I traced so 
strong a likeness to the Count Alure- 
dus; neither could I look on him with- 
out a sort of horror, when I considered 

B 3 him 
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him the cause of the Count's sorrows, 
which' by participation, I may say, 
were partly become my own. The 
Marquis Pierpoint observed where my 
attention was fixed, and half serious, 
halt* jesting, desired he might have the 
honour of presenting the Duke to me, 
adding, that however fickle he might 
be, one single view of my* charms 
would settle him at once. In Eng- 
land, and as a wife, I should have re- 
sented a freedom like this, but here " 
custom not only makes such freedoms 
pardonable, but also a test of the most 
accomplished character. To conceal 
my real thoughts about the Duke, and 
to shew that I was not unacquainted 
with the French politesse, I told the 
' Marquis smiling, that greatly as he flat- 
tered my vanity, I had no ambition to 
hold in chains a slave whose age (lay- 
ing 
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ing a particular emphasis on thq la$fc 
word) informed gae it jvas high, time 
he should enjoy unmolested freedom. 
My smiles covered the satire I in- 
tended to convey ; they hid it so 
effectually, that the Marquis, who ha$ 
been a general admirer, at least these 
fifty years, perceived not it was. di- 
rected to himself, or if he did perceive 
k, he took care I should not enjoy the 
fruits of my victory. My meditation 
scheme being thus at an end, and hav- 
ing no desire to be further entertained 
by thje fine speeches of my superannu- 
ated beau, who the day after I came to 
this place declared himself my Cicisbeo, 
I gave him my hand without reluct- 
ance on his offering to lead me to the 
ball-room. The company, before 
crouded, were much increased — in- 

b 4 creased 
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creased to such a degree that the heat 
"Was 1 almost suffocating. 

- It was now I was to be surprized with 
an object mere unexpected than the 
Duke, whose arrival at Montpellier had 
made his presence probable. I wag 
prepared for seeing him, but I was not 
prepared for seeing him walk up and 
down the room with one ami restedon 
the shoulder of Lord Bfomsgrove. I 
was more than surprized, I was 
astonished. — I looked again, and saw 
I was not mistaken. The striking 
figure of Lord Bromsgrove, the no- 
bjeness of his air, the graceful mixture 
of dignity and sweetness expressed 
in his countenance, attracted the 
general notice of a numerous 
circle* Every eye , followed him, 
filled- with that kind of sentiment 

which 



which the heart seiuJ s our. when trans- 
ported , with admiration. A thousand 
whispers caught my ear, of which he 
alone was the subject, and which, had 
they reached his, though I by no 
means stile him a vain man, might have 
turned his head giddy with applauses. 
He appeared deeply engaged in convers- 
ation with the Duke, Avhilst Ifelt my- 
self strangely fluttered by a rencoun- 
ter so perfectly unlooked for, and 
thought of Alicia. I saw Sir William 
at a distance ; I went up to him and 
acquainted him>. that the person walk- 
ing with the Duke de Deni was Lord 
Bromsgrove. His Lordship having 
proposed* a near connection with our 
family (though the methods he took 
*■ to accomplish it were not exactly con- 
formable to. . prudence) could not .he 

b. j5 called 
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called dishonourable ; — if a fault, 
surely the greatness of his behaviour 
after that unlucky affair entitled him 
to an unreserved — 1 will add, an affec- 
tionate reception. I rejoiced at the 
opportunity chance had thus thrown 
in my way to convince him we were 
not insensible to the generosity he 
manifested on a late occasion. There 
are many modes of discovering our 
approbation, without descending to 
particulars : events that are not to be 
recalled, one should determine to avoid 
speaking of with the strictest caution. 
Sin William was no sooner informed of 
my inclinations, than with his usual 
goodness he expressed his approbation, 
and would immediately have presented 
himself to Lord Bromsgrove, but hav- 
ing never seen him till then, he applied 

to 
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to the Master of the Ceremonies, by 
whom he was introduced. *=' 

The Duke was at this time seated 
by a beautiful gir\ % Mademoiselle 
Longville, who engaged, him so effec- 
tually that we escaped his notice. I 
really think Alicia herself, had this 
accidental meeting happened to her 
instead of me could not have felt more 
embarrassed than I did, when Sir Wil- 
liam led up Lord Bromsgrove ; when- 
I rose to receive him I actually trem- 
bled — -he was not unaffected— my own 
confusion was not more visible thaji 
his. I said I trembled — it was for 
Lady Mortington I was agitated — 
Good God J what a difference between 
this man r whose wife she might have 
been, and the man whose wife she is ; 
—the comparison is too obvious. 

b6 Were 
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Wore Alicia more susceptible, I should 
lies in terrors for her happiness ; but 
that indifference which marks her 
character will, I hope, keep her from 
Iho precipice of reflection. Many 
eiviliticm passed between Sir William, 
find Lord Brorasgrove ; amongst the 
•number his Lordship paid me, the 
kindest enquiries for. your, health, and 
tliut of my father, were. not omitted, 
—Not at this time one word of Lady 
Mortington. He desired, we would 
permit him to pay his respects to us 
the next morning, and accepted with 
•pleasure Sir William's invitation to 
breakfast His appointment he kept 
with exactness ;; and when he went 
away, he left us both equally charmed: 
with the many excellent qualities he 
is possessed of. I have been much 
affected — I have even shed tears. The 

- . first 
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first time I saw him, our conversation/ 
for he scarcely left us the whole even- 
ing, was. on general subjects ; but the 
following morning it became more par* 
ticular. I had. determined to avoid 
those particulars* — it was impossible — 
they were not to- be avoided* I will 
not distress you, my dear mother, by' 
repeating what passed— I will only say> 
Lord Bromsgrove is. entitled to our 
k>ve-~to our' respect— to our gratitude 
—that he is the most honourable of 
men. He has laid his heart open to 
our view ; it has. been filled with the 
liveliest, the sincerest passion ; but as 
the wife of another, you have nothing 
ta apprehend from his former attachr 
ment. Lady Mortington's situation 
considered, and the easy morals of a 
fashionable world, I own I had fears— 

those fears are now at an end, they can 

nb 
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no longer exist, after the knowledge I 
have acquired of Lord Bromsgrove's 
principles. Should accident bring 
them together, should he see her every 
day on his return to England, he 
might see her with safety — he is too 
good — too generous — to make her the 
object of an unworthy pursuit When 
he mentioned her name, though it 
was in an accent of tenderness that 
wrung my heart, I could discover she 
had lost the influence she once main- 
tained over his affections. Sir William 
is enchanted with him ; he declares he 
is the first of human beings, and, I be- 
lieve, for the time we are all here, they 
will be inseparable. Lord Brom6grove 
is of the Duke de Deni's party, and 
lodges in the same house. He desires 

i 

to introduce the Duke to our acquaint-, 
ance ; we shall not receive that honour 

as. 
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a& any acquisition to our happiness* 
neither could we gracefully refuse what 
his Lordship condescended to ask as a 
particular proof of our regard to himself. 
As the friend of Lord Bromsgrove, I 
could give him a sincere welcome, but 
the enemy of our dear Count's repose,. 
I shall not feel myself easy in hi$ pre- 
sence. — A cold civility is the most I 
can afford the Duke ; my esteem is all 
engaged to his brother. 

And now, my beloved mother, hav- 
ing lately scribbled so much, unless I 
should encounter another adventure as 
extraordinary as my meeting Lord 
Bromsgrove, I bad you adieu at least 
fcr a fortnight 



LETTER 






■r 
s 



SO AlTREDUft* 



LETTER XL 



Lady Mortington to Lady AUcz 

Sinclcar.. 

Mor tingjton-Castle. . 

Oh, Lady Alice !— Lady Alice f to* 
what a mortifying condition am I re- 
duced ! it is absolutely not to be 
borne. I could tear the wretch V eyes 
out who informed Lord Mortington — 
I could weep out my own with vex- 
ation. What will all this avail — what 
will become of me, if I do not exert 
myself to a better purpose than weep- 
ing 
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ing and wailing. What will become 
of me, I say ? — disappointed in all 
those delightful, views, to purchase 
which, I relinquished — you know what . 
I relinquished. What v will become of 
me — my shape spoilt— my fate inevi- 
table. Perhaps, after all,- 1 must give 
up my very life to satiate the cruelty 
of a husband, to whom I have already 
sacrificed every thing but that one last 
poor stake. Heaven give me patience I 
if I can neither iatimidate or soften 

• 

him, if he will not relax the severity 
of his resolutions, what will become of 
me? I will die rather than submit to 
his provoking obstinate humour. I 
suppose his mother, his grandmother, 
and. all the antiques of his ugly family, 
have contentedly and tamely carried 
on the breed at Mortington Castle. I 

am neither contented or tanje, I shall 

not 



tivcry soul who enters the door is wliis* 
}>erc(l into confidence, and your victim 
friend a thousand times in a day over- 
whelmed with confusion. In short, I 
am sick — sick to death of matrimony 
and its disgusting consequences. Now 
to my tale ; ; — but I will defer it till I 
Am a little more composed. 

CONTINUATION. 

Well, then— on my return to rural 
felicity, or Mortington Castle, (which 
you please, Lady Alice) from a tedious 
visit to Lord and Lady K d, — a vi- 
sit in which dull ceremony(a constant 
resident in tliat foolish family) presided 
at the table — followed us » our walks 
— m our rides— haunted us ra>ou* most 
retired moments — and used all her in- 
geuious arts, to teaze and torment me — 

I suffered 
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I suffered more than martyrdom ! On 
nay return, I say, I found myself dis- 
composed, out of humour ; in short, 
full of complicated grievances. I ^yas, 
besides, heated with my journey, on 
which my unlucky Lord, I shall never 
forgive him for it, blundered on the 
idea of calling in a pale-faced son of 
Esculapius. He came, attended by a 
terrible executioner, with frightful in- 
struments; to draw blood from an arm 
that may vie with your own for white- 
ness. I knew my situation, but had no 
notion that these prying people could 
discover it, and submitted patiently to 
the operator. Alas ! I was doomed to 
undergo the dreadful shocks of having 
• my secret betrayed — of Lord Morting- 
ton's disagreeable transports, and, what 
was a million times more insupportable, 
his cruel resolves that I should hot 

venture 
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venture from the Castle till I had pre- 
sented him a treasure which would 
crown the rest of his davs with f cli-* 
cit v» Very pretty nonsense ! — a bless- 
ed sentence for a wife whose enjoy- 
ments are centered in the world. — who 
scorns to be enslaved in a stupid do- 
mestic circle. I have opposed the 
forces of my inclination against his de- 
termination, and a very warm engage- 
ment ensued. The fear that the dar- 
iing object of his hopes may sustain 
any damage in the combat, made him 
observe some degree of moderation ; 
I was restrained bv no such feeble con- 
siderations, I exhausted my whole 
stock of resentment. Provoking ! — I 
exhausted it all to no purpose — he tried 
to lessen my agitation — he endeavour- 
.cd to stop my upbraid in gs — he wiped 
away my teals — but would not be con- 
quered 
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quered by them. I think I have found 
out his weak side ; — I will attack him 
in that quarter; — I will attack him in 
such a manner as he shall not be able 
to withstand. After all, should I fail 
of succeeding, should his heart be as 
hard as his countenance — should I fail 
— distraction is in the thought ! You 
must come to me, Lady Alice, — you 
must come and close the eyes of your 
wretched Alichn— I shall never survive 
the disappointment, . that's certain. Ob* 
serve, my dear, I do not bid you pre- 
pare for a journey to this detestable 
Castle,* I have only provided against 
the ,worst that can possibly happen. I 
am low-spirited — very low-spirited just 
now, but I do not always see my pros* 
pects through the obscure of despon- 
dency ; affairs may be yet arranged 
more agreeably to my wishes. If Lord 

Mortington 
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Mortington has one spark of Hainan 
nature .about him, if he is not altoge- 
ther diabolical, I shall yet find an ex- 
pedient to embrace you in town before 
six weeks are at an end. You may 
soon expect to receive a Gazette extra- 
ordinary, informing you of my having 
gained a complete victory ; — publish it 
at Cornellv's — at Almack's — and, oh ! 
publish it at the enchanting Opera ; — 
procure once more for her constant 
votary a place in the luxurious bosom 
of pleasure. My wings will, he dipt ; 
I cannot fly to such heights as former- 
ly, but I will take care the burden I 
unfortunately, carry about me shall in- 
commode me as little as possible* Do 
any of our friends confine themselves 
on such ridiculous occasions, and shall 
I yield to any of them in an act of he- 
roism ? No, no, — I shall go out even 

t« 
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to the last day ; so that matter is set- 
tled . 

When I have thoroughly tuned my 
Lord, I. hope to meet with no further 
obstructions on his part; or, if he 
should dare assert any authority to re- 
strain me in my innocent amusements, 
I shall treat it with the same contempt 
I do his other absurdities. These sen- 
timents it^will be necessary to keep to 
myself till I get to town, when he and 
your Ladyship shall find me the mis- 
tress of my own hours. I have no ap- 
prehension that he will drag me back 
to my prison before I have conferred 
on him the honourable title of a father ; 
it must be confessed, twenty years ago, 
that title would have sat more grace- 
ful lly upon himatjresent another ap- 
pellation would suit him better. I shall 

VOL. ii. c make 
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make the best of it now, and endea- 
vour to form him to my own model. 
The materials I have to work on are 
worse than indifferent, so that if I can 
but mould him into tolerable obedi- 
ence, my glory will be the greater. 
Had he been broke to my hands, I 
should have had less trouble ; but then 
my skill and genius, for want of being 
called out, would have passed away 
unnoticed, unadmired ; whereas, I in- 
tend they shall shine out a bright ex- 
ample to future ages, 

Here I drop the subject, and shall 
siot take it a*p again till I have reduced 
jiiy theory into practice. 

CONTINUATION. 

That Olivia, of whom I have said a 
great deal, is undoubtedly a most com- 
plete 
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plete mistxes3 in the art of fascination ; 
€ven I have not escaped her magical in- 
fluence. I am almost ashamed tp con- 
fess the meanness to which my partiality 
had nearly reduced me — more than 
once I have actually been inclined to 
repose unlimited confidence in this 
outcast of fortune. Nothing but the 
assiduity with which she avoids the ho- 
nour I intended her, could have saved 
me from a condescension so impru- 
dent— so degrading. I imagined her 
influence with Lord Mortington might 
be serviceable in quelling his rebellious 
/humour, but she would not interfere 
in our dispute — she modestly withdrew, 
and left us in the midst of our contest. 
She is, altogether, a strange composi- 
tion — she will not speak herself, or give 
me an opportunity of speaking to her 
on the subject of my difficulties, yet 
; ' c. 2 she 
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the is by no means inattentive to what* 
ever she thinks can give me pleasure. 
Observing my spirits are depressed with 
unusual sadness, she exerts all the na- 
tural vivacity of her disposition to raise , 
mc from dejection. She plays and 
aings divinely, which I-never discover- 
ed, till, amongst other modes to enter- 
tain me, she revealed her knowledge in 
that delightful science, to which you 
know I am entirely devoted. Olivia 
eclipses me in execution as well as 
voice ; nor am I much mortified at the 
ad vantage she has over me, because it 
is not myself only, but the whole world 
she excels. Don't be angry, Lady 
Alice, • I really begin to think this lit- 
tle obscure girl will become of conse- 
quence to my aniusement at such times 
as I am to be immured in the vile 
country. If I love her, it will be for 

my 



my own convenience ; she is not in 
tliat station which can give you a ri- 
val in my friendship ; were she capable 
of assuming on my favour, I would 
certainly punish f her 'presumption* 
She contrives to unite, to a certain 
grace and dignity which otherwise 
would be insupportable, so much sweet- 
ness-— so much humility — that I haver 
bo occasion to remind her that she is 
dependent on my bounty ; I am con* 
vinced she will not grow impertinent 
on the indulgence I have lately shewn 
her, and I find myself strongly inclined 
to continue to her my good humour. 
My good humour — but if my Lord 
goes on at this prodigious rate — if I 
cannot bring him to order — I shall po- 
sitively haye no good humour left 

c 3 Olivia^ 
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Olivia, I am apt to believe, is ro- 
mantic; wherever she has scraped it to- 
gether, she has an infinity of politeness, 
yet, now and then, a sentiment one ne- 
ver meets with in fashionable circles 
escapes her in conversation — romantic, 
certainly. She is not troublesome nei- 
1 ther, as these sort of people generally 
are ; I should hate her, if, vain of her 
own opinions, she was eternally forcing 
them on her hearers. A pedantic wo- 
man, like her Grace of B , is de- 
testable ; how much less to be borne 
with are such obsolete sentences of mo- 
rals and stuff coming from the mouth 
of a Plebeian. What Olivia advances 
never displeases me; she appears ra- 
ther to court your approbation, than 
command your applause, and never 
tires out one's patience, or wears her 

own 



ALUREDUS. 3& 

own subjects thread- bare. She ha& 
given me a taste for reading, by be- 
ing a perfept mistress of that accom- 
plishment in all modern languages. I 
shall cultivate this new-acquired pas- 
sion ;— books were once my aversion, 
but I have many reasons for endea- 

* vouring to like them in my present si- 
tuation. : Take one of the many : — If 
my Lord is ill-humoured or disagreea- 
ble, I shall fly to ray sanctum sanc- 
torum, sacred from all molestation. — 

N Many a tedious hour have I been 
obliged to drag away in matrimonial 

* conference, because in the morning or 
after dinner, when I have offered to 
retire, he has told me, as I neither 
worked or read, he would not let me 
sit alone ; and if I acted in opposition, 
and did not return immediately, I was 
sure in ten minutes to receive a mes- 

c 4 sage 



36 ALUREDU3* 

sfcge requesting my company, or to 
hear him tap at the door of my dress- 
ing-room. Is not this single reason a 
sufficient excuse for the reformation I 
am about to undergo. Do not disturb 
yourself, it will last no longer than my 
captivity. I intend to sort my ideas 
and employments— «one aet I carry with 
me to town, the other I leave in the 
couptry, to use them alternately, as 
occasion requires. — To you I come 
refined and polished ; fcy rust and nib*, 
bish I leave behind nae. Heigh-ho ! 
I wish I had made my kst effort for 
liberty-J fear it will he. a hard strug* 
gle. — Man is the most obstinate of all 
obstinate creatures. 

Adieu--* adieu, dear Lady Alice, pray 
that your poor friend may come off 

victorious, 

LETTER 
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Olivia to Mr$. Sekmiu- 

Mortington Castle;* 

PeRMITTEBT to write to my bene* 
factress, honoured with, her gracious 
command to throw aside all reserve, to 
forget the distance fortune has placed' 
between us, and to- consider myself as * 
the child of her affections^ These art • 
flattering distinctions to an unfortu- 
nate young woman, who has no merit 
to claim, no power to return, such ten* 
der — such indulgent obligations* 

c5 : law* 



38 A&UREDUS. 

I am ,poor, Madam, in every thing 
but a grateful heart, that is the gift of 
Heaven; as such you will not despise 
its humble offerings. When I lost my 
mother, and one other friend, the only 
friend but her I ever knew, the friend; 
of my infant years, to whose humanity;* 
I owe every little advantage that raises me 
above the illiterate : when this dear — 

i 

dear friend, this benevolent protector, 
died, bitter was my portion — incessa^ 
were my tears of affliction. I was &V. 
stranger to pride-— I could return to 
my original nothing without murmur- 
ing; but oh, Madam! when I consi-' 
dered that in one grave were deposited 
father — brother — every dear relatiw*- 1 - - 
every kind friend — my fortitude fof- 
600k me — I was in despair ; but religion 
forbad my attempting any thing 
^^tainst a life which I held by suffrage 

1 > . Qi 
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of its omnipotent founder. I fear this 
was not enough ; the impatience I be- 
trayed was criminal — I still -wanted y&* 
signation, and the prayers I offered up 
in the agonies of my soul for a speedy 
dissolution of my sorrows, added to my 
guilt. It was not for a wretch like me 
to dictate to the supreme disposer of all 
events.— ^1: prayed, but my petitions 
were rejected, and I was made sensible 
jof his heavy displeasure. Difficulties 
surrounded me on all sides — it was my 
fate to struggle against powers — against 
principalities.. I saw my crime > and 
was penitent; my penitence was sin- 
cere, it was mercifully accepted; — I 
escaped the snare laid for my destruc- 
tion, and, under the guidance of a 
good providence, I hid ray orphan head 
beneath the 'humble roof of poverty* 
Heaven approved the sacrifice I made 

c 6 **^j 
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to preserve unsullied the* purity — the* 
innocence — with which we are all sent 
out from the gracious hand of out 
Maker. Sheltered in this lowly shed, ' 
I became once more acquainted with 
content ; — happiness was buried m the 
tomb of my revered protector, and I 
courted her meek-eyed sister to supply 
the vacancy in my heart. 1 had en* 
gaged this sweet companion ; Content 
was all my own, when your amiable 
daughter discovered my retreat ^ but 
Lady Nelson's condescending gentle- 
ness made me eagerly embrace her offer 
of attending you in England. Your 
being her mother was a sufficient secu- 
rity for the usage I was to hope for—* 
my ambitious views did not aspire to 
respect — civility bounded my expecta- 
tions. I conceived you would also 
have the humanity to overlook any 

omission 
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omission or awkwardness I might be- 
tray in a station for which my only 
fear was I 3hould not be found properly 
qualified. Gracious Heaven! I aip 
utterly confused when I reflect how 
very— very far yckir goodness has ex- 
ceeded the picture I had in my. own 
imagination faintly sketched of your 
excellencies — faintly indeed ! Instead of 
servitude, I am supported in affluence j 
and where I hoped only for a kind mis- 
tress, I have found a patroness, who be- 
stows on me the exalted title of her 
daughter— wha calk me the child of 
her affection. Oh, my honpured, my 
dear Mrs, Selwin I how these honours 
oppress me. You have commanded 
x me to be free, you will therefore par- 
don my freedom — Yes, Madam, I will 
presume to tell you a soul, the kin- 
dred of your own, once inhabited the 

brea&t 1 
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passed at the feet of my dear, kind pa- 
troness; that my constant hourly en- 
deavours to promote her happiness 
may speak my veneration, and in some 
•jdegreg testify my gratitude. Next to 
the most desirable of all stations (being 
neat your person) is that in which yc>u 
have placed me. I have experienced 
great civilities-^-great kindnesses, from 
Xord and Lady Mortington ; I am of- 
ten ashamed at the deference with 
which I am treated by them. I am 
pleased — I am charmed — but my vani* 
ty is not raised by their flattering dis- 
tinctions — these distinctions do not 
proceed from any merit I possess ; — to 
you, Madam, I owe them — it is your 
protection, your recommendation, that 
has procured them for m« t 

The 
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The present situation of Lady Mbr*- 
tington has transported her Lord with 
immoderate joy, I never saw a man so* 
happy; — I trust in Heaven this event 
some time hence will be tb§,\ biessed 
means of establishing her ladyship's 
felicity. I believe she wishes much to< 
go to town this winter; I hope she will J 
be indulged in her inclinations — yet 1 
I fear it too. She told me this day that 
Lord Mortington was averse to her un- 
dertaking so long a journey — that she 
intended applying to Mr; Selwin and : 
yourself, and hoped every thing from 1 
your intercession,- — For Gods sake ! 
let me intreat, you will not withhold 
yous mediation. — Comply, I beseech 
your with her Ladyship's request, and • 
pardon the liberty I have takfn. Your 
daughter, my dear Madam, has a re- 
markable 
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markable sweetness, of disposition — she 
has a thousand other excellencies — but 
I have some reasons, reasons suggested 
by observation* which must excuse 
the warmth of my solicitations. Would 
Lady Mortington be contented to con- 
tinue in the country, her Lord himself 
could not rejoice at her condescension 
more than I should do ; . but to fores 
her inclinations would grieve me. I 
see plainly a constraint of this nature 
would be attended with many disagree-* 
able consequences* I am now confined 
-to hints — when I have the happiness.of 
throwing myself at your feet I will be 
more explicit. My honoured, my be- 
loved, — shall I presume on the indul- 
gence you have granted me, akd add 
mother to the endearing epithets? 
Yes ; I will call you my beloved mo- 
ther; — the person who, pn.ee stood ia 

that 
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that clear light was not more my pa- 
rent, nor did I ever return her affection 
with greater ardour. Take me then ta 
vour maternal bosom — suffer me to 
repose there every thought of my grate- 
ful heart — command me to disclose 
every event of a life which, young as I 
am, has been strangely checquered with 
the vicissitudes of fortune. Command 
me to do this, and I will shew my obe- 
dience, either by my pen, or in defer- 
ring my recital till I can give it you in 
person. Should you be inclined to ho* 
nour your poor girl with this new 
mark of favour, I shall still encroach — 
still ask for another to be added to it. 
Allow me, if possible, to speak rather 
than to write of my sorrow. — amo- 
ment's reflection has told me how much 
your presence will support me in the 
sad relation* I shall, besides, have 

this* 
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this advantage,. I shall watch every 
turn of your expressive countenance, 
to discover, consequently to correct* 
the faults I may have committed ; and 
where I have acted right you will re- 
ward me with a smile of approbation. 
God Almighty bless, protect, and 
guard the benevolent possessors of Sel- 
win Cottage, whose hands I kiss with 
respect, duty, gratitude, and affectum! 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 



Lady Alice Simitar to Lady Aim 

Mortington. 

Cavendish-Square. 

JDEFORE this reaches yourLadyship,. 
the intelligence of Lord Derwent's* 
death must have arrived at Mortington 
Castle. Did not your heart go pit-a- 
pat, my dear ? Well, I suppose by* 
this time you have shed all your tears, 
on the melancholy occasion* As you? 
have managed your matters, I send you 
my compliments. of condolence. Con- 
gratulation; 
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gratulation would have been a delightful 
expression 9 — had you consulted me, 
and followed the advice I should have 
given you* I might have sent you the lat- 
ter. Condolence! it has a most tragical 
sound ; but you must take it now, I 
can think of no substitute.. Well, then, 
I send you my compliments of con- 
dolence. Indeed-^— indeed, you was 
wrong — very wrong, to be in such im- 
moderate haste ; why not wait a little ? 
You have purchased honours and titles 
at ah exorbitant price, when, if you 
had waited a little, these honours, these 
titles, would have come to you in ro- 
tation. It is absurd, I confess, to re- 
flect, now all is aver ; but the mistake 
was so great, I cannot help it. My 
reflections, you know, must proceed 
from friendship — I had always a vio- 
lent friendship for my dear Alicia. I 
- . never 
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never much approved your reasons for 
marrying your antique Lord ; the sud- 
den death of Lord Derwent convinces 
me of their entire fallacy. It cannot 
be recalled, you say ; — true, it cannot 
l*e recalled-^he harder your fete ; — 
but it is monstrously provoking. To 
have been the wife of such a Phoenix 
as Bromsgrove — Lord, child ! you was 
certainly possessed. He loved you — 
he offered to marry you, even in the 
presence of his haughty mother — you 
had no reason to doubt his fidelity. Was 
I Lady Mortington, I should tear my 
eyes out — I should go down-right mad. 
I will not upbrakl you ; the best must 
be made of a bad matter. As Coun- 
tess of Derwent, you would infallibly 
have been the envy of all the women 
about town. Excuse me, Alicia, but 
I love you so entirely, that whenever 

I think 
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I think of your blindness, it puts me 
in a passion — but when I think of 
your wigged Lord — I always detested 
a wig — the idea is so ridiculous, that — 
but I won't tell you what — it does not 
signify. Every man has not the beau- 
tiful hair of a Bromsgrove ; but any 
hair is better than a wig — for Heaven's- 
sake don't bring him up such a fright 
to town ; black or grey, let his hair 
grow out, I beseech you. Bromsgrove 
is expected soon from France, to take,, 
his place in the house, and possession 
of a princely fortune. We are none 
of us disposed to treat the most charm* 
ing man in the world with cruelty ; he 
is too handsome — too rich — too ac- 
Gomplished— to sue in vain for a wife. 
How happy that fortunate female who 
is destined to fill the place you, but 
for an error in judgment, might have 

occupied. 
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occupied. You imagined all men 
were iickle — I was then, and am still 
of a different opinion — you quoted as 
an instance of their inconstancy, it 
was an age ago, but I perfectly «e- 
member it — you quoted the Marquis 
of J'luitlMow, It is reserved for me to 
tlrhe away the unaccountable mist 
which has hitherto, in more respects 
than one, obscured your senses. Know 
then, the report of his having for- 
saken Bab Hastings, like a thousand 
other reports, is a mere jest, entirely 
without foundation. So far from hav- 
ing forsaken her, she has privately 
been his wife these seven years, and is 
come but as Duchess of Milford, with 
a brood of three infants. Their mar- 
riage was declared but yesterday; for 
what reason the declaration has been 
so long delayed after the' obstruction 

was 




ALtTREDVS. 53 v 

was removed, I have x&t been able to ' 
discover, 

• 
And so, my dear, your tyrant wants ' 
to confine you the whole winter to his 
odious castle — ancl your shape is spoilt 
I pity you sincerely ; but were I his 
wife, I would submit first to a mad- 
house, and straight waistcoat. If you 
give up this point you are undone for 
ever — you see I cannot help giving my 
advice, though sometimes it has come 
too late, and sometimes it has been 
neglected. The moment I hear your" 
London journey is put off, I shall cry 
out, alas, poor Alicia ! thou art cut 
off in the flower of thy youth— Alas, 
poor Alicia! I see no difference, 
whether our persons * ^re buried below 
or above the earth— 6bscurity is the^ 
grave* of our bodies dead or living. 

vox. ii. p You 
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Vnu \Atmc. mc infinitely by declaring 
llic itHolution you will exert ; you 
may \h* assured of my best wishes, and 
uu<\ wliru f pray, it shall be for your 
jiijrrrit*. I am railed away, not to 
[ i f ohtriii|)lutc a speck in the sun, but 
to ie< reive a Star and Garter. 

CONTINUATION*. 

The Duke of D , he is married — I 

dispatched him in a moment; and now 
1 am returned to settle a certain affair 
with your Ladyship. I am quite mor- 
tified that you should humble yourself, 
waste your time and paper, on a sub- 
ject so perfectly insignificant as the 
little Olivia, of whom you seem so im- 
moderately fond. For my part, I let 
my servants and dependants, if they 
liave good qualities, exhibit them to 
wch other. It is neither your or my 

- employ* 
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employ, to find out perfections in those 
poor animals who depend on us for 
the bread they eat. — Should my fa- 
vourite woman, who has lived with me 
since I was as high as my pen — should 
she presume to bore me with accom- 
plishments which are not fitting her 
station, I would, discard her without 
hesitation — nothing shall screen her 
from my vengeance. Beware, my dear, 
of the arts laid to ensnare your confi- 
dence — I really blush for the weakness 
you was going to commit— You don't 
know the cunning these low bodies 
are capable of. Oncfe more I charge 
you on my most perfect friendship — I 
charge you— keep at an humble distance 
this.encroaching young tfoman. Take 
my word for it,' my sweet Alicia, 
this Olivia is the spy of your mighty 
wise— mighty prudent fatherland mo- 

d2 therj 
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ther; perhaps top, the creature of 
JLprd Mortington— it is more than pro- 
bable. Your interest^ as I apprehend 
it, is separate from your husband's; 
how then can your favourite be faith- 
ful to both ? Have you no snug chap- 
lain — no spryce steward — no hanger-on, 
like herself— who, from views of in- 
terest, would take her off your hands? 
Fie, fie. Lady Mortington ! you have not 
half the cleverness I expected from 
yQur address and education. Had the 
affair been mine, I would have ma- 
jiaged it jn some A such manner long* 
ago, though I never troubled you with 
my. opinion till I saw you almost over- 
come. l>y the vile spells of your en- 
ch^ntress* I £eg you will not bring 
your. Plebeian phenomenon with you 
to. town j I may be obliged tp see her 
M/netfrnes in your .apartment, and 

such 
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*mch"odd nAkimes tfre htfrridly disa- 

• greeafele. You hkve not, surely, so 

soon forgot, that it is the ettqubt'te of 

'politeness to* assort one's compariy -wife 

propriety. I ishoitld'mlly fo'puziled 

'What kind 6f behkvioirfto put 'on, wfre 

y6u, in the flights 6f your romantic 

attachment to ' introduce to rhe this 

Waiting gfentlewoman — this tdad-eater 

-^-or whatever else you please to call 

lifer, in the cliatfacter of your ' friend, 

ISpate'me the "iti'6rtification "of 'such' a 

'trial. 'If y oil' cannot dispose of "her 

* ■ * • • • • . 

'•'otherwise, Iceep'her in me Country' to 

'mend'ybuf laces, 'foltf your gowits, arid 

<feed yb\k '^ofcltfy. I call every irtay 

on Brilliant ; if one do n Y 6t worry tftolse 

dirty trades-people from morning /to 

-iijgrit, Whave 'hb'ch'ance ofgettitig. 

atlytWrig;bufof their r cliitches, they 

Vili'evgflastlhgly'tire'buebtlr'pitierice; 

D 3 I visit 
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I visit him so often, that he now goes 
ou very well, and has displayed ex- 
cellent taste in the disposition of your 
jewels ; they look at least ten thousand 
pounds the better for passing through 
his hands. You have now nothing 
more to do but these few odd matters 
—make your grand attack— come off 
victorious — pack up your bundle of .a 
l/)rd in the comer of your coach— 
borfow his phaeton— get the hand* 
flomest Chevalier that visits at the Cas- 
tle to drive you,* and bowl away for 
J^ondon, where you will find every 
thing in my department ready for your 
reception. 1 went this morning to my 
milliner, in St. Jamcs's-street, and 
found the good woman, with all her 
nimble-lingered damsels, so amazingly 
busy— looks so brim full of importance, 
that 1 enquired what might be the 

meaning 




meaning of this extraordinary bustle, 
and was told they ' were preparing 
iflournmg for the Dowager Countess* 
of Derweht. So the disconsolate wi- 
dow has already wished her Lord "a 
good repose, and is stepping into her 
weeds, I dare say, with the same care- 

s 

less ease that she would change her 
morning dishabille for the ornaments 
of full dress ! I judge her feelings from 
what my own would be on a similar 
occasion— even in the life we live, were 
it not for those family revolutions we 
should find it intolerably stupid. Lady 
Derweht is neither young nor hand- 
some, but she has spirit, and when the 
achievement is blazoned over her door, 
she will be half way on the road to 
another husband. There are bets this 
moment depending at White's, to the 
amount of twenty thousand pounds, 
' ' / ' d 4 that 
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f that she clones pot languish in, widow- 
, hood six mouths from tjie very day her 
good-natured J-prd presented her with 
her freedom. : Jx>rd - Robert Pipkivy 
> was. my jufotmer-^it seems heis.iive 
i thousand deep in the bet ; and rather 
. th^n]p>e it, the swears he will marry 
/her himself ;—rshe is rich — he is poor- 
she is old— nbc is.yomig, — so much the 
better, the, greater his chance of sue- 
. ceeding. I verily . believe . he will se- 
riously, attempt tthis conquest — he 
..speaks, of it now in jest, to try how. the 
, world will /take it in, earnest It would 
be a pity to laugh him out of his ridi- 
culous scheme — it will be time enough 
to turn him into ridicule, after he has 
disposed of his highly-perfumed persoji 
to, the best, advantage. He has made 
jme partly his confidante, and itjshall, 
( not.be my fault if your Ladyship haSinQt 

a sweet 
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x sweet avenger who iWIl ttmply ( f epay 
the Dowager all tliose insults Hie haS 
made you staffer. A yoting hafodsome 
tniser, ('Lord Hbbert does mit abotiifd 
in generosity -more *than in : fbrttrrie) wb6 
sells himself io a rich ugly 6Td worriain, 
will not alldw her to live tfftfe ftloSt c6m- 
fortahle life fn the world, axjfd it is with, 
this idetf that I am altout to provide if of 
Lady Derweiit. I shall be one amongsi 
the first to carry her my oom^lnhehte 
x>f cdndoience. Hete cohddfencte fc> 
Another word foi* eohgratuhtion : \vhed* 
1 allied it to you, I could hot givteit 
this mean iiia:. I ain a vast favourite : 
ahd if I find an 'opportunity in my sfe-- 
cond, third, or fourth visit, to slide irfi 
a word edge- ways, ih favour 6? fchfc irn 
tended, he shall not %e forgotten. I 
do not desigti to have any hahd ih pro- 
posing hiiii— 4Liord Robert Pinkny is 

i>5 th&. 
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the prettiest young man of fashion 
about town ;— he is a great- admirer of 
your Ladyship ; I saw him this morn- 
ing — he is afflicted lest your health may 
sutler from retirement I — These, or any 
other flying hints to the same purpose 
seasonably applied, may occasion her 
some agreeable reveries, when she comes 
to consult her pillow. In short : — But 
I shall proceed no farther in my plan at 
this time; — a violent rapping at the 
door proclaims the approach of visitors ; 
I am to be overwhelmed with com- 
pany this evening, they begin to pour 
in already, and have disarranged all 
my ideas.— Farewell, my pretty Coun- 
tess ; pray forget not the advice I have 
given you, and attribute the unreserved 
freedom of my pen to the warmth of 
that friendship for which we are dis- 
tinguished. Positively you must not 
bring Olivia to town, 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 



Ziwfi/ Mortington to Lady Alice Sinclear. 

Mortington Castle: • 

X HARDLY know whether to be 
most pleased or angry at the contents 
of your Ladyship's last favour; but this 
Iltnow,.that the flippancy of your wit 
would have charmed me more on a less 
indifferent subject than that on which 
you have taken pains to exercise i.t If 
I have betrayed an error in judgment 1 , 
am I the first of my sex that ever fell 
under the same predicament? You 
say you are my friend, — I believe—^! 

fc know* 
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know you are ! but is it the office of a 
friend to glare our faults before our 
eyes, when we turn our heads aside to 
avoid them? F#r an errpr in judg- 
infnt, I give you back an error in 
friendship. I am married, and you 
migfrt have spared yQ^i$elf the trouble, 
Lady Alice, of forging additional 
weights to the heavy chain I am 
obliged to drag after me. Though, 
your Ladyship is pleased to reproach 
me without mercy, J shall not plea*)' 
guilty to your charge ; I haye by 99 : 
jneaps deserved your jsatire — I am 
perfectly satisfied with my own con- 
duct I am just now in high good*- 
humour with my caro spew; were I to; 
phqose again, notwithstanding his wig, 
I would prefer hjm to-r-let me see-rr 
v hy, I would prefer him to the forlorn 
state of a spinster. You must be senr 

sible, 



tob\e % Lady Alice, tfhat met! of rftnk 
and fashion are not easily made bus- 
bands in our .time— I am much obliged 
to Lord Mortington for the preference 
he g$ve me, and am fnonstaxmsly 
contented wkk the $Me of Countess. 
Matrimony must always carry a clog 
with it-^-why not as easy with Lord 
Mortington as another? ' Does tfiis 
look like mortification? Does this look 
like repentance? Blush — blush for 
shame, my dear, at 'the injustice you 
did me, in supposing Lord Derwent's . 
sudden exit would humble me to the 
pitiable condition of a penitent Was 
I ta build castles in the air?^Was I 
to expect a miracle would be worked 
in my favour?«-*Lord Derwent was but 
twenty-five years older than his son ; 
what reason then to hope, in compli- 
ance to my convenience, he would re- 
tire 



66 AXTJREDUS. 

tire ' so N much before his time T: Yon 
may laugh if you please; I have shed 
many tears for his loss; he was a good ' 
man, I could not have wished his 
death, indeed I. could not,. though my 
happiness had depended on that event- 
supposing I could have entertained a 
sentiitoent so contrary to my nature- — 
.supposing I had married his son — I 
would lay my life that his would have 
been prolonged a dozen -years at least — 
it never happens othei wise- — wayward \. 
fate delights in crossing our purposes. 
I really begin to like Lord Morting* 
ton very well; but if I did not, on no 
consideration would I offer up a petition 
for the charming liberty of widowhood . 
— it would be better policy to pray for 
his life; in that case I should expect a . 
contrary effect. You may perceive 
Lady Alice, I am, in amazing spirits, -r- 

I shall 
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I shall say a thousand mad things be* 
fore I have done. So you tell me 
Bromsgrove is soon expected in town- 
Very well — let him . come, I have no 
objection to meeting him if he does 
not presume to give hinjself airs, be- 
.cause I did not choose to be the slave 
of his foolish projects. Should he take 
it in his head to shew the smallest te^ 
sentment, I have no longer any terma 
to keep with him. Love is a chimera 
I have been but little acquainted with 
— I am neither a prude, nor so unfar 
shionable as to frown at innocent free- 
doms, which, may alarm the vulgar, 
whose narrow judgment can draw no 
line between liveliness and vice. My 
sentiments are not confined by such 
illiterate prejudices; but I would ra 
ther die than relinquish my preten- 
sions to real virtue, or to real modesty. 

lara 
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t am the wife of Lord Mortrhgton- 
know the dignity which belong* to 
that character; neither, he nor the 
world shall have any thing to # accu& 
me of on the score of -capital indiscre*- 
tions; I will deserve their approbation); 
whether 1 enjoy it. or not must depend 
on their own liberal or illiberal ideas*. 
I hate unmeaning forms, and shall notr 
disturb myself to observe them;, the 
consequence this humour may pro- 
duce may be regarded by me as mere 
matter of moon-shine, I have been 
monstrously ill, Lady Alice; by the by,, 
a very necessary illness — hail my wisfc 
Lord persisted in his whims, he would- 
certainly have overturned ull his migh* 
ty views of heirship. What woman; 
.disappointed as I was, could have sub- 
mitted to make him a father at the ex* 
pence of all her better prospects. It 

was 



; was well .he relaxed when he did, or he 

- would ihave smarted for his obstinacy . 
:Lye-rin in the country 1-^be confined 
; to ,a sick chamber, in the country t — it 
. was^a shocking idea, 'I should have ex- 
pired under.it Tears and sighs ^wero 
,at first my only artillery*— tears iand 
sighs would: not do — the frown^-Hbke 

• perverse frowns of the person they were 
.directed against, reported their- ill sue- 
■cess. I was now obliged to call in tie 
.assistance of sullen .silence— profound 
*nelancholy-~hystcric ^fits*— with their 
v whole train of consequences^— these 

- were opposed to as little purpose as the 
-former. >Rest and appetite next forsook 
-me, I could neither eat, drink, nor. 
sleep. My Lord was alarmed, :his an- 
gry countenance began to soften — 
-what was to become of his heir?^— 
*f£he symptoms Qf apprehension .be be- 
trayed 
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t^\w *rrcpc-:hcr.ed my hopes. A 

l-ovs!Ci:in w;i> sent tor — when he arrlv- 

* ■ «■ 

r* ? . S ^vwi aK'k. mv Lord had walked • 

<xrt ; i>. ■> was a fine opportunity for me 

w s:v*ak to h:m alone — just what I 

*srr<vi - 1 wade a proper use of the 

ww;» r,>oment, and engaged hk 

fc* my iattwst. This important busi- 

w^s *a$ bat just accomplished, when 

wi\ v.;vi<\\i Ijoal came creeping to my 

Hfsv>*Ar, A$hc approached, I graci- 

*\>vN held oul mv Ullv hand — I looked 

xhx^nIv on hi* wtce with a mildness 

>\v« wwi h*xv admired. I seemed to- 

MV N\\ w\> ^^rljord, towhatacon- 

«hiu\n \ aw\ wshhYtl by your cruelty — 

m\ o\ o* ^W«\K but I can foigive. This 

|wt wf iho laivc adniirabiy performed,. 

ho *** actually as much softened by 

*«v goodness, as if 1 had expressed it 

Ju words; and. kissing my hand with 

becoming 



becoming eagerness, resigned it to tke 
Doctor. The Doctor felt my pulse — 
hemmed thrice— shook his bead— and 
letired,. beckoning my Lord as be went 
Out Deary was a million times more 
terrified thaii the languishing patient. 
I knew my disorder was at that crisis 
yhich would bring it ta a speedy con- 
clusion, whilst his lordship obeyed the 
solemn summons with such a profun- 
dity of concern, which he simpered 
and wriggled to conceal from my no- 
tice ; the moment his back was turned, 
I laughed heartily at ray own inge- 
nuity, and his groundless fears.. The 
interesting conference lasted more than 
ten minutes; but all that t suffered 
from suspense in that interval was 
amply recompenced— -By what? Why, 
by the re-entrance of Lord Motfing- 

ton, asi messenger of those tidings whioh 

wer,e 
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M'itc to recall me from death to life 
what, other recompense could I pos- 
hihly mean? In short, I am left to fol- 
low my inclination* — my inclinations, 
you may be assured, will lead me fafct 
towards you, even before the time first? 
fixed on for that transporting journey. f 
In ten days your Ladyship may expefct 
me-— orders are already dispatched to 
get every thing ready in South-Atidr 
ley Street. I am now going to air with? 
my Lord — I am all smiles— all compla- 
cency—upon my word he is vastly imr 
proved. 

CONTINUATION.. 

Suqji an airing !— What will become 5 
of me, if I should fall in love with my 
own husband ?— *He is the civile$t fcrfca- 

lure breathing.. A thousand pounds*— 

it 



it was a very pretty present, and very 
prettily presented. I am quke well 
now — lam obliged to your Ladyship— 
I have spared you th£ trouble of en- 
_ quiring. I more and more admire my 
charming little innocent stratagem ; it . 
has set us on so amicable a footing,, 
that it is my dear Lord, my lovely . 
Alicia, at every word. Do not mis- 
apprehend me; I intend all these 
absurdities shall be left behind us. I 
kflow the impropriety of bringing them 
into the world. I have ,a thousand 
• charges in a day, to consider my situa- 
tion — not to make too free with my . 
constitution— to keep early hours— go 
but seldom. into public, and such ri- 
diculous nonsense.- The thousand 
poundsAvere opportunely administered 
— could I do less than promise ?— Pro- 
mises cost nothing, therefore I shall 

continue 
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continue to give them freely, till I am 
absolutely in my own power. By the 
rules of polite custom, we are not con*- 
strained to fulfil all our silly engage- .' 
incuts, or I might not have been so 
profuse. I am vastly entertained wfth 
your scheme for the Dowager ; but if • 
Lord Robert is the man you describe 
him, don't carry it farther than -imagi-> 
nation. Though I wish to mortify- 
Lady Derwent for her late ill usage, 
and will stick at no means to make her 
punishment in that way as severe 1 as 
possible ; yet she was once much more 
my friend than my enemy ; for that 
reason I cannot consent she shall be 
tormented for life, or receive the re-, 
ward of her pride by any other mode 
than that with which fortune has so 
.amply provided me. 

I shall 
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I shall positively bring Olivia to town* 
~^-I beg your pardon, but I have now 
no inclinatiqn to leave her behind; 
— suppose I had, my Lord would not 
be pleased ; I shall certainly humour 
him in trifles, to make him passive in 
essentials. I will take care she shall 
not offend your Ladyship by her pre- 
sence ,* I thijik I Can answer for her, 
it is an honour to which she will not 
aspire. Don't be angry if I tell you 
that I love her — that she is a good 
creature — and that you have mistaken 
her character. Let us enjoy our dif- 
ferent opinions without, permitting a 
•contest- so immaterial to disturb our 
friendship, or engage our further 
attention. You give me to under- 
stand, that none of you are dis- 
posed to treat with cruelty my willow- 
ed - lover ; — pray, do you intend by 
saying none, ta include with your- 

- self 
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t • 

% 

self the long train of gaping spinsrtera- 
that make a part of your assemblies ?-. 
Or, do you propose* him for the snug, 
party? Loud Btcttnsgrove is highly fa- - 
voured, I must confess; but perhaps ; 
this distinction may not be so very ne- 
cessary as some imagine to his hap- 
piness. Don't you conceive, my dear, 
that some people's abundant kind- 
nesses may be absolute cruelties? I " 
sincerely wish the party success, and 
shall feel a deal of compassion for you 
all, if he should baulk your expecta-. 
tions ; but from the knowledge I have 
acquired of his taste — of his heart — of - 
his disposition — I shake my head with 
physical importance, and cannot flatter 
you. 

You find, my dear Lady Alice, I 
have not taken umbrage at your free- 
dom* 



doms, as you whimsically call them ; 
my pen retaliates with the same unre- 
serve of friendship. I hope, to assure 
you in person that my friendship for 
your Ladyship is as fervent and last- 
ing, as your's for me is violent and 
conspicuous. 



» » 
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LETTER XV. 



Mrs. Selzvin to Olivia. 



Sehvin Cottage. 

X WRITE to you, my dear, on a sub- 
ject that engrosses all my thoughts-*-? 
that mixes itself in all my ideas, on 
which depends the. felicity or infelicity 
of my future days. The repose of my 
life hangs on the conduct of my daugh- 
ters; — the prudence of your friend 
Lady Nelson I as been very distin*- 
guisbed ; every action of hers has ad- 

4ed 
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ded a lustre to her character: Would 
I could say my poor unthinking Ali- 
cia's was equally established. It is/ 
for Alicia I am alarmed — it is for her 
steadiness in the perseverance of virtue, 
for which J tremble. Yoju are unac- 
quainted with a mothers feelings — -a 
mother's tender anxieties — or you 
• would fully enter into my distresses* 
Years have not yet brought you ac- 
quainted with experience ; but yoii 
have understanding — you have discre- 
tion—above many who can number 
twice your days. It is to that under* 
standing, to that discretion, I apply ; I 
also apply to that duty— that affection, 
you profess for me. By this applica* 
tion I meau to engage your strictest at-* 
tention to one particular, point, which 
may probably save . from dishonour a 
family, of whom you mmt uqw look ' 

£2 upon 
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upon yourself as heroine a part. When 
I saniliml my own inclinations iu 
« v iun£ you up to Lady Mortington, k 
v:is done with a view, that by example 
>hc mi}:ht inquire some of those steady 
re lihrmcnt.N, which, from my earliest 
knowledge «f your mind and dispose 
lion, endeared von to me. Whether 
llw awe which children are too apt to 
think attimds the title of parent — whe- 
ther the distance time had placed be- 
tween us— or from what other consi- 
deration, 1 know not, but my mildest, 
gentlest precepts have been lost on Ali- 
cia ; nor have her father's more forci- 
ble remonstrances been received with 
greater condescension. In a person 
of her own sex — her own age — we 
hoped to find a successful substitute, 
from whom she would learn some of 

those plain truths we found it so diffi- 
cult 
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cult to inculcate. There was no supe- 
riority on your side to prevent her lov- 
ing you with fondness ; nor could we 
suppose she would shut her eyes to me- 
rit so conspicuous. We thought she 
'would rejoice at our appointing her a 
friend so worthy of her confidence — a 
friend with whom she might have con- 
sulted on all occasions, free from re- 
serve — a friend, by whose conduct we 
hoped she would regulate her own, and 
in whose conversation she might have 
found a continual source oi entertain- 
ment ;— all this we fondly imagined. 
I dreaded her returning to London, at 
least with such inordinate desires for 
pleasure as she unhappily acquired by 
her former residence in that danger- 
ous capital, whose dissipated manners 
are destructive to natural affe.ction — to 
the nation in general — to. the peace of 

E 3 families 
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families in particular. From the ad- 
vantage of such a companion as my 
Olivia, 1 flattered myself Lady Mot- 
tin^ton would in time not only be re- 
conciled to the countrv, but even be 
brought to relish its peaceful, innocent 
tnjoyments. My pleasing illusions S 
industriously concealed ; I left it to 
your own perfections to work put -my 
design, without informing you ofr het 
how much I expected from theit h*- 
Jtathoe. Every letter I have receh^A 
Ikow rrty daughter has increased rather 
than diminished my expectations. Shfc 
Mentioned you with more regard thatr 
rt*e generally expressed for people she 
has known much longer. I was charav- 
vd to find appearances -so promising-**- 
I #gw thought every thing would hap- 
pen just as I had predicted^ Ob, Oti* 

Via J X am awafc»ei ftom * phasing 

dream 
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dream in which * my fears and appre- 
hension* were lulled asleep — I am 
awakened to them ail. What am I to 
think of the extravagant desire she be- 
trayed for the journey, in which Loitt 
Mortmgton has at last indulged her ? 
What am I to think of the still more 
extravagant methods she has taken to 
accomplish her design ? It must be so; 
*— the hint you gave me, when you en* 
treated her father s influence and my 
own in that affair, convinces .me it 
must be so. You must have seen 
strong reasons for the request you made 
us — you would not have supported her 
in the violent opposition to the declare4 
will of her Lord, unless you had dread- 
ed the flights to which a disappoint- 
ment might have carried her. Un- 
happy Alicia 1 I fear — I fear you are 
aot wrongfully accused — how terrible 

e4 the 
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the reflection! — I do not thank thy 
mean accuser — thy accusation comes 
from an anonymous friend, another 
term for an enemy concealed. Yet 
strengthened by circumstances, loath 
as I am to give the informer credit, I 
dare not disbelieve the horrid insinua- 
tions. Read the inclosed in this place, 
Olivia! and let the confidence I- re- 
pose in you confirm how highly — -how 
very highly you are estimated in my 
friendship* 



AN ANONYMOUS LETTERr 



To Mrs. Sehvin. 



u MADAM, 



" THE respectable character of 
yourself and family has engaged my 
friendship. I cannot see the honour of 

your 
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your house in danger of receiving a se- 
vere shock, without warning you of it$ 
approach, and most sincerely hope it 
may arrive in time for the exertion of 
your exemplary prudence to prevent 
the threatening evil. Lady Morting- 
ton has stooped to employ the meanest 
arts to conquer the wise resolutions of 
her discreet Lord. She bribed her 
physician — I will venture to affirm she 
Tiacl no pretensions to real illness, it was 
all a farce — illness was only pleaded, 
the better to accomplish her design. 
The poor husband is hood-winked — he 
is blinded by her artful contrivance, 
and the gratification of her desires has 
been the consequence. For your sake, 
Madam, I wish I had nothing worse 
to report of Lady Mortington; for 
this I might not have awakened yout 
suspicions, it afflicts me to, -give a mo«? 

z5 .irient's 




r-.itv it >m:tics. ^im I Dow trssn* 
Tfi r t!uc siti*nrr rTunnrr. tr;iir swcrwc* 
*r srp:i: w Wi* — ^ itinera* si» iiKnj; 
v.iuk ^f ipfrr zZt&i zru&L — *: ww&d 4w 

toer, f?crt\ ?V=r *h? rl-fswr?? <*f dissipa- 
tion — I Dr*e\: 20* c« ? ir^. Rfwliect 
Ijj: J Brorrs^T^ve. so^r L»re Dent-ent, 
is every «2v e>oec\c*l h: t:n5. The 
proof* she ha* given the ^Forid of her 
attachment to that vovntr nobIetfia»., 
I know are almost fc>! gfA, but I know 
too, her partiality for him is a$ strong 
or stronger than ever. Now, if sfce 
cannot be .prevailed <m to drop &il ac- 
quaintance 



quaintanee with his Lordttaip, th* 
irorkPs eyes are not «o fefct closed but 
they will open again to any new error 
' in her conduct — sc&ndal will again re* 
vive, and she inevitably becmpc the 
subject of every one's satyrical observa- 
tion. Believe me, Madam, I know 
more of Lady Mortington than she or 
any person tke imagines. I dare as- 
sure you, she might have been brougltt 
to remain contentedly enough hi the 
country, if Lord Derwent's return had 
hot intervened. It was liis rem™ that 
made her determinations tmgovern*" 
aible. I have ntxloubt but your good 
seftse will put you in a method to pre* 
ip&ent the fetal issue, v which may other* 
wise attend tins unfavourable expedi* 
*icm. Ibesr-rou win contrive rt so as 
not to discover that yon have had vtny 
Other warning -but what might be «a fc 
v e6 sonably 
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sonably expected from your own wis- 
dom and experience. I have the ho- 
nour Madam, to conceal my n&me 
under the title of your friend, and the 
friend of your family.'* 



MRS. SELWIN IN CONTINUATION. 



Now, my dear Olivia, what think 
you of the writer of this most extraor- 
dinary epistle ? Keep it by you — have 
it always in view — to .discover if possi- 
ble the. detestable author; — on what- 
ever truths the contents are founded, 
the motives which occasiofa their being 
communicated to me, I am sure, are 
detestable. Carefully watch, amongst 
those of Alicia's female acquaintance, 
yho are most in her confidence. The 
hand is feminine, though hrfiinitely 
disguised — how greatly are our sex de- 

■ , graded 
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graded, by envy ! This shocking let- 
ter, depend on it, comes from one who 
knows too much of Lady Mortington's 
heart — Friendship is a word seldom 
Understood in high life, but for the 
purposes of prostitution. I know your 
diligence — I rely on it for finding out 
this dangerous incendiary; — examine 
every card, every scrap of paper — ad- 
dressed to my daughter; — compare 
the writing with what I send you, and 
notwithstanding the disguise, it ,is ten 
to one but we trace out the enemy of 
her reputation. This is an essential 
step to my repose; once got over, l s 
shall again entertain my former hopes 
of drawing her from the brink of a pre- 
cipice on which she totters. To you 
only my secret shall be disclosed till the 
design I have formed is accomplished ; 
as soon as I arrive at a certainty, her. 

pretended 
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pretended friend shall be fully exposed* ; 
thtfn, when she sees this friend in fcet 
proper colours, if the discovery does 
not open her eyes, if it does not cause 
lier to see, to shudder at her .situation, 
f have doire with hope — I have done 
,%ith expectation. A daughter of the 
toouse of Selwm cannot, I presume to 
think, be premedrtatedly wicked. Oh! 
thai I may be able to snatch this daf- 
fmg daugliter from the infatuation by 
Vhich her senses are fascinated ! May 
I not be made the blessed instrument 
to eradicate from her once innocent 
mind, the pernicious weeds of a wrong 
education, with which that mind has 
"been flighted, suffocated, and by 
*which has been stopped the growth of 
every natural, eveiy moral duty? Dear, 
dear Olivia, pity. my distress — afford 
me your assistance— I ask it in more. 

than 
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thali I have yet requested. Let your 
humanity forgive what the dignity of 
your character, without its intopost* 
tion, m^ght resent. I ask you tuft to 
be the spy <*f Lady Mortington's ac- 
* tions, but I iatreat ycra to fee the pro 
server of fee* fame. Wtecoever yatt 
perceive teer conduct doubtful, spare 
not yourself or me ; as you valute my 
peace — as yom value, my friendships* 
acquaint nas with your -suspicions, if 
you have any, before it be too late tso^ 
make my knowledge of them service- 
able to her preservation. Whatever 
yon «ay to me in confidence sfcaM b& 
buried in the sStent recesses of any own 
bosom"; .t*ot even my husband shall 
kawwp onr cotTespomfeivce ow this sub- 
ject* and my son! shall bless yott. 
Shocdd you refuse me this mark cff 
yoar att-adument, tie stab you give 

me 
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me will be next in severity to what I- 
should receive in the actual dishonour 
of ray daughter, because I shall ever 
think by your condescension her fate 
might have been prevented., I will 
press you no farther, dearest Olivia ; 
disappoint not the hopes I have enter- 
tained ; proceed in that line chalked 
out for you by one who loves you with 
all the fondness of a mother, and to 
whom the delicacy of your character 
is as dear as the honour of her own. 

* 

I long, my beloved child, to hear 
from your own mouth the vicissitudes 
that you tell me have hitherto marked 
your life ; we will weep together over 
the afflictions with which you must 
have struggled. No sorrows which 
the tenderest parent could prevent, 
shall ever again disturb the tranquillity 

of 
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of your days. I am content to defef 
the recital to our next meeting ; — your 
disposition, and the reliance I have 

m 

on your observing with exactness the 
request of my soul, will, I trust, ren- 
der that meeting a happy one ; — it is 
by your means all my views of com- 
fort must be. realized*. 

I write by this post to Lady Mor- 
tington, but shall carefully avoid giv- 
ing her the least cause to suspect my 
present sentiments. Full of hope 
and affection, I embrace and bid you 
adieu ! 



**;«• 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVL 



Lady Nds<m t* Mr*. &km+ 



JLdORT) Dement, toy dear mother 
leaves this place so abruptly on hear- 
ing of the death of his father, that I 
have only time to write a few lines, but 
the treasure I send inclosed m them 
will amply make up for my deficiency. 
His Lordship sent, five minutes ago, a 
polite apology for not calling on us to* 
take a personal leave before he sets out 

..for 
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"for England, which he was preparing 
to do as soon as his horses could be put 
to the carriage. He assures us nothing 
but the sincerest affliction a man can 
ftei on losing the best of parents could 
prevent him from bidding us adieu, 
and desires we will honour him with 
our commands. This is the purport 
of hifc note, and we make the most of 
this sudden opportunity to tell you we 
are in health— to say we continue in 
the resolution of embracing you at 
&vt time we first proposed. If I were 
iiot confined to a moment I should 
have a thousand things tQ speak of 
ftbout the Duke de Deni; he has 
feoiyoured us with such particular at- 
tentions, that he cenainiy would have 
foeen entitled to oar esteem if we had 
tt&t first been acquainted with thfe 
Couat Aluredv^ You wiii aot accuse 
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us of ingratitude that we return hi? 
civilities with coolness, when you 
have read the packet Ave received three 
days ago. The Duke accompanies 
Lord Derwent as far as Paris. I hope 
he will not return here. I hope his 
absence will be supplied by the presence 
of his excellent brother. It is with, 
regret we part from Lord Derwent; 
that regret is doubled by the occasion 
that calls him from us. I always 
thought the late Earl a worthy, good- 
natured, inoffensive man, and was 
shocked at the sudden manner in which 
he was taken from his family. What 
a representative fills his place— sensi- 
ble — generous — honourable — accon*- 
plished ; — few men deserve all these 
appellations with so much justice as 
Lord Derwent. . The good qualities 
of this young nobleman must afford 

my 



../ 




my father and yourself great pleasure, 
notwithstanding you have both been 
so highly disgusted with the impropriety 
and unkindness of his mother. Lord 
Derwent's return to England gives me 
no uneasiness on the score of Lady 
Mortington ; I have the firmest re- 
liance on the goodness of his heart ; 
-. besides, I know the passion for my 
sister which once occupied that heart 
is now entirely eradicated, I am obliged 
to send away iny packet, or I would 
be more explicit. Farewell, my dearest 
parents, I bid you hastily farewell. 






LETTER 
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LETTEJi, XVL 

The Count Aluredus to Sir William 

Nelson. 



(Inclosed in the preceding. ) 



Pari*; 



JL O support the afflictions of Heaven 
requires absolute submission to its 
divine dispensations. To combat with 
the unkindness, with the cruelty of 
man, is infinitely more difficult. In 
the former we expect our resignation 
will be greatly rewarded ; — from the 
latter all such prospects are excluded. 
Forgive, my amiable friends, the ob- 
trusion 
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tpusicfn of a gloomy sentiment, which 
perlrps I.ougJu to have suppressed, 
till I had made those enquiries after 
your healths, and those acknowledg- 
ments of my unabated attachment, 
which should have rescued ms from the 
black sin of ingratitude* It was the 
eiivotions , of that very attachm.ent 
which gave birth to the sentiment I 
tave. just expressed ; it occurred to 
lp^ when I reflected that my unnatu- 
ral brother, not contented with rob- 
bing me of a treasure io, which my soul 
delighted, had also driven me from 
your presence* Let mc do him the 
justice to say, that of the latter lie is 
VjaintentipaaJly guilty ;«— i lie did not 
know that in your friendship I was be- 
ginning to frod som£ alloy, if uot an 
abatement <£ my sorrows He had no 

reason 



100 AtUREDUS. 

reason to suppose I could ever more 
taste of comfort, when with his own 
hand he had dashed to the ground the 
rich vessel in which was contained the 
whole sum of my earthly happiness. Dis- 
appointed in every wish my heart has en- 
tertained, desperate is my situation ! My 
peace, my health, my disposition, 1 fear, 
have fallen the sacrifice. I feel not 
as I used to feel — I am tired with mak- 
ing excuses for the faults and frailties 
of others — I am too much disgusted 
by them. I have not always wanted a 
proportion of that benevolence so ne- 
cessary to the character of a man, and 
of a christian. I am not what I have 
been — my temper is soured — I am 
peevish— I am fretful — I am the prey 
of a devouring discontent. Can such 
a wretch make pretensions to your 

friendship ? 



*\ 



tKericUKip? But, whilst I confess my- 
self unworthy of your friendship, I 
have still a claim on your compassion. 

Is not compassion nearly allied to 
affection ? At least in my own ideas I 
will not disunite them, as it draws me 
closer to your hearts, and it is of con- 
sequence to my repose that I should 
not be thrown from thence, or that 
my memory should not be cherished 
by you with more than modern warmth. 
The repeated shocks my mind has sus- 
tained, shakes the foundation of a con- 
stitution naturally infirm. — I presume 
mot to mark out the time of my release; 
but when that time arrives, I shall re- 
ceive the divine mandate as a peculiar 
mercy. Perhaps, my dear Sir Wil- 
liam, perhaps, my dear Lady Nelson, 
at may not be permitted me again to 

vol. i j. ae embrace 
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embrace you; but my love for yoti 
shall descend with me to the grave. 
Will vou add one more kindness to 
mv list of obligations? Will you ac- 
cept a trust which I cannot bequeath 
to anv but yourselves ? The nature of it 
I shall explain hereafter; I must first 
bring you acquainted with the person 
it concerns, which can only be done 
by proceeding in the account I was 
giving you of my dear unfortunate sis- 
ter, when the Duke de Dents arrival 
interrupted my recitaL I am now im- 
patient to relate the conclusion, lest a 
second time I should be stopped by an 
event which .must silence me for ever, 
and leave you at a loss to guess my 
motives for the trust with which I have 
dared to burthen you, even without 
waipjjg your permission for doing it 

'You 



You will not have forgot the deplo- 
rable situation in which I discovered 
my Maria, or the eircurfistances that 
had driven her to such unheard-of ex» 
treniities. I have also told you that 
she fainted in my arms before I had 
found out in her expiring form; the 
features of my ever-loved, once lovely 
sister. I wiil pass over the distraction 
that seized me when I saw the hand o£ 
death busied in destroying what yet 
remained of the beauteous edifice^— 
when I felt it struggling to tear her 
from my embraces,. I screamed aloud, 
my screams brought up Annanette; 
we lifted the dying Saint to her bed; 
she was already panting for breath, and 
more than half an angel. I was not 
master of myself, or recollection j tears, 
and groans, made me incapable of as-*, 
listing her. Annanette was more col- 

v 2 ^ lected-— 
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lected — she flew to a cup-board, and 
brought from thence a small phial, 
with the contents of which she rubbed 
her hands, her nose, her forehead. 
Maria once more opened her eyes, she 
fixed them on my face, full of death, 
but full of sweetness;, she there read 
that j>oignant woe which does not ad- 
roit of expression. She faintly smiled 
— she, would have spoke, but a sigh that 
entered my very soul was all she ut- 
tered. I was kneeling at the side of 
her bed, her hands hard grasped iii 
mine, as if I meant to detain the bles- 
sed Spirit from that heavenly mansion 
after which it was aspiring. Her hands 
wetted with my tears she drew from 
jjie— she drew them away with an ea- 
gerness which shewed her apprehen- 
sions that she should not be permitted. 
' #me to perform sojne act necessary to 

the 
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the peace of her las$ moments. Tak- 
ing from her breast a paper sealed with 
black — trembling — almost convulsed 
'—she delivered it to me, and pressed 
my hands to her lips with such fervour, 
.as shewed she would enforce, by her 
emotions of tenderness., the trust she 
Jiad committed to my charge. This 
was the last effort of nature— it wa* 
^he last of affection ; — in the same mo- 
ment she performed it, her pure soul 
deserted its grief-worn' body, and flew 
for shelter to the bosom of its Maker. 
I had no eye to observe, no officious 
friend to increase, by endeavouring to 
restrain my sorrows: — I indulged them 
freely and they became more softened 
•—more supportable-^— from the loose I 
gave them. When I could tear my- 
self from all that was mortal of my Ma* 
a?ia ; I crept softly down the dark stairs 

f 3 by 
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by which I had ascended, and found 
my way to a gloomy parlour, that 
seemed the recess of misery, for that 
Teason more fit for my reception. To 
have seen every friend I had in the 
world expire at my feet, could not 
have augmented my despair, yet a trifle 
did augment it A Wofk-bag, which 
was my own gift in her happier daysr, 
struck me at my entrance, it was lying 
on a sorry table — I could go no further 
—I threw myself on a chair, and my 
head sunk dovm on the poor relick — I 
felt as if I had been overtaken by some 
new misfortune. My faculties were all. 
suspended ; and when I appeared most 
buried in profound contemplation, I 
was not master of a single thought-^-a 
single idea. I was rousfed from my 
stupor by the noise of feet trampling 
ia the chamber above— I started from 

the 
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the place in which I was sitting, and 
for an instant could not conceive by 
what this trampling was occasioned. 
It was but an instant — alas ! my mind 
began to awaken — -recollection told 
me the sad, sad cause. I h^d already 
given my orders which were to lay her 
in her bed, and to inform me as soon 
as.it was proper for me to return to her 
apartment. Annanette obeyed my or- 
ders with exactness, and the remainder 
of that woe-fraught night I passed in 
the chamber of death, every moment 
tooking in upon my Maria, as if she 
had been still sensible to my unremit- 
ting attention. The day broke — it pe- 
netrated to this chamber of death — . 
darkness fled before the rays of morn- 
ing — all, all but the darkness of my 
soul— that it could not dispel. When 
every necessary office was performed 

F 4 preparative 
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preparative to removing the body, it 
was borne to a house which Anna*- 
nette, by my directions, had provided 
for me at no great distance; but before 
I spoke of her removal, I should have 
told you, that the day after her de- 
cease, as I intended carrying her re* 
mains to Ffance, I thought it right to 
examine the paper she had put into my 
possession, lest it might contain some 
request with which I ought to be ac-r 
quainted The task was painful, but 
it was unavoidable, and I forced myself 
to undertake it. Trembling, I broke 
the sable seal, and casting my eye on 
the cover, which I had not till then 
observed, found it directed to myself 
in this affecting manner: — " The con- 
" tents of this packet are designed for 
u the only friend my adversity has left 
" me, my dear affectionate brother the 

« Count 
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" Count Aluredus, to be delivered af- 
" ter.my death. The hand of Heaven 
" is upon me, I shall not be permitted 
" to rejoice in his presence. To your 
" care, my good, my faithful An na- 
." nette, I commit this charge — seek' 
" out my paternal brother, when he re- 
" turns to France, and deliver it with* 
" your own hand.'* 

The contents of this packet were 
written about the time I came back to j 
Paris, and in which many parts of her 
story are mentioned, such as you are al- 
ready acquainted with. . I- would send 
you th& original, but it has, ever 
since I was possessed of it, been my 
constant bosom companion ; I cannot 
tear it from thence to risk it by an un- 
certain conveyance ; neither canT se nt 
you an exact copy. I km infirm — my 

f 5 eye* 
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eyes fail me — the office of transcribing 
it must not be entrusted to another. I 
am persuaded the task \ have already 
undertaken will be equal, or more than 
equal, to my strength and spirits; if 
ever I should be so happy to meet you 
again, you shall have it to peruse. I 
am not partial, when I tell you it i$ 
worthy the pen of a Socrates ; and that it 
would draw the tear of sensibility from 
hearts unsoftened — untaught in the 
rugged school of adversity. A hun- 
dred times I laid down the soul-pene- 
trating paper, as often resumed it with 
agitation next to distraction. When I 
came to these words, visibly blotted 
with her tears — " To your paternal 
** protection I bequeath all that now 
" remains of your unfortunate sister— 
" a poor deserted, friendless, orphan— 
"4iie precious pledge of an innocent, 

"but 
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44 but unhappy union ;" I could go na 
farther, it was the first moment I had 
leisure from my griefs to bestow a 
thought on the child ; I had even for- 
got that when I first saw Annanette, 
she had informed me my Maria was a 
mother. I reproached myself severely 
for the omission — I instantly went ki 
search of Annanette, that I might lose 
no time in taking to my heart the trea- 
sure with which it was entrusted. An- 
nanette answered my eager enquiries 
with tears, which had never ceased 
flowing for my recent misfortune; — 
she told me, that her dear lady r though 
far gone in a decline, would not be per- 
suaded from making an attempt to 
suckle her. child, but that office was 
more than she had strength to perform ; 
that being too much straightened in 
her circumstances to bring hbme so 

f 6 expensive 
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expensive a servant as a nurse to sup- 
ply her inability, she had been obliged,, 
against hev inclinations, to place it 
with a poor woman in the neighbour- 
hood! who was contented. with a small 
gratification for her trouble in nursing 
Mademoiselle Aluredus. My God! 
cried I, interrupting her, has she then 

* 

given my naijie to her daughter? My 
Lady would have her christened by no 
other, replied the good creature, sob- 
bing;- she said your Lordship was her 
only friend ; slie said she should die in 
agonies, were it not for the certainty 
her soul entertained, that you would 
live to return — that you would be a fa- 
ther to her infant. I will — I will — ex^ 
claimed I, hardly able to support the 
different emotions which oppressed me 
—but go, run, Annanette, bring me — 
She staid to hear no more, she under- 

stood 
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stood enough of my impatience, and 
flew to execute those orders which she 
had only received in part. I now re- 
turned to my melancholy employment. 
—I had but just finished my sister's 
last pathetic irresistible injunctions, and 
resolved faithfully to observe them, 
when Annanette returned with the 
dearest proof her angelic mistress could 
leave me of her confidence in my ho- 
nour — of her confidence in my affec- 
tion. I caught the lovely, smiling le- 
gacy to my bosom, and from that mo- 
ment felt myself a parent. Joy bright- 
ened the features of Annanette; she 
could not see me bestow the fondest * 
caresses on her little charge, unaffected 
by pleasure; she fell at my feet,, clung 
round my knees, and by a thousand 
extravagances convinced me more 
than ever of her attachment to my sis- 
ter. 



i 



ter. I did not sec them unmoved; 
they made me form a design, which I 
afterwards carried into exfecutiori— it 
was a sudden resolution taken in con- 
sequence of Maria's posthumous re- 
quest. My heart burnt to acquit it- 
self of this request. I broke from the 
officious transports of Annanette, and 
carried my sweet child to the humble 
chamber which held the precious re- 
mains of her blessed, thrice-blessed 
mother* Kneeling by her bed-side, 
and takinsr one of her clav-cold hand* 
in mine, whilst her endearing infant^ 
smiling at woe, rested on my knee ; I 
▼owed upon that hand to fulfil every 
wish she had expressed. This vow 
was registered in the awful presence 
of tfhe Almighty, and I called upon his 
justice to deal with me according to 
the exactness with which I should per- 
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form it. I also in the same devout ce- 
remony solemnly adopted her orphan 
innocent* Though my eyes overflow- 
ed, yet I felt my mind much relieved 
after I had followed the dictates of my 
duty and of my affection*, , A$ th# in- 
stant I was an enthusiast — it could not 
be real — it must have been the work- 
ings of my own disordered imagina- 
tion. I. fancied, — but I blush evea 
at telling you to what lengths I was 
hurried by a superstitious deception-* 
I fancied when I had paid this grate- 
ful tribute to the manes of my Maria> 
I fancied an air of satisfaction was dif- 
fused over her pale countenance, which 
seemed to tell me her eteqial felicity 
wanted but this addition to render it 
perfect 

Before 
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Before I proceed farther; I must ac- 
quaint you with the purport of that par 
per, which I* call my bosom compa- 
nion. To give you a full idea of what 
my sister requested, and what I promis- 
ed, I shall heredraw up a short abstracts 
from the original : . 

ABSTRACT.. 

'I have now laid before you, my 

* dearest brother, \ the persecutions* 
1 which forced me to seek an asylum 

€ in, this inhospitable country. Grief 
f and poverty pursued me hither ; they 

* hunted me even to the gates of death ; 
.' no kind friend interposed to ward off 
1 their approach — no benevolent hknd • 
4 stretched itself out to snatch me 

■ from their devouring gripe. I am fa* 
4 tally entangled in the web misfortune 

' has • 
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* has spun to ensnare me ,- and in your 

* absence — your regretted absence, can 
4 find out no method of escaping. I 
' complain not in resentment of the 
4 Duke de Deni;. that God, whose 
1 gracious summons. I hourly expect, 
' and confiding in whose infinite mercy 
' I shall not tremble to appear before* 

* can witness the strength of my sis* 
c terly affection, which all the Duke's 
' unkindness has not been able to obli- 
. L terate* 

'Difference of opinion, in tbe-easen* 
r tial point on which hangs our eter- 
' nal welfare, has caused hi& error — has 

* governed my fate; — he was confirmed 

* in his, I was not less steady to ipy 
'. own, and neither of us could sub- 
1 mit ; but I hope in this one propo- 

( sitioifc 
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€ sition he will not oppose me, which 
€ is, that our forgiveness may be sin- 

* cere and mutual. Tell him I die in 
9 perfect love with him^ and in charity 
€ with the world — but whilst you tell 
f him this, conceal from his knowledge 

* that I am mother to the little orphan I 

* have bequeathed to your protection. 

* Should he discover my Aluredus to 
€ be his niece whilst in a state of in- 
4 fancy, I foresee such difficulties that 
€ she would have to encounter, as 
c makes me shudder but to think of.* 
' I who could calmly sacrifice all my 

* splendid prospects — forsake my fami- 
€ ly — my friends — my country — to pre- 

* serve entire those principles in which I 

* have been educated, cannot support the 

* bare idea that my darling should ever 
4 fall a martyr toher's, as I have done 

<ta 
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1 to mine. The repose of my soul ia 
1 in some degree, depends on her being 
4 brought up in the religion of her 
4 parents, and that she should be per- 
: mitted to enjoy it unmolested. This 
' will never be the case should the 

* Duke de Deni interpose that autho- 
4 rity to which by nature he may think 
4 himself entitled ; therefore the con- 
f cealtnent I havementioned i* so neces- 

* siaiy during her infant years. Were 

* all Catholics like thy much-loved. 
'Aluredus, how easy— how happy — 
' would be my exit ! 

' Oh ! my dear, my kind, my excel- 
c lent brother, receive this only pledge 
c of love I have to offer — my poor> N 
f deserted, friendless, daughter! be a 
1 father to her necessities, the guardian 

«Qf 
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* of her innocence ; above all, be yoti- 

* the preserver of those rights, to mairi- 
4 tain which, I become a willing victim, 
€ and would lay down a thousand lives, 

* could the human being admit of death 

* more than once to know she would be 
1 established in them- In the same humble 
f attitude in which I pay my devotions 

* to Heaven, I now address m^ petitions 
€ to you j with the same wawnth, the 

* same eneigy I deliver them ; turn not 
4 away from the last request of thy 
4 kneeling, weeping, expiring Maria.' 

This short abstract, my compas- 
sionate friends, is. enough to inform* 
you of my motives for what otherwise 
might have appeared, mysterious in 
my future conduct, and more than I 
have beea able to transcribe, without 

paying; 
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paying that tribute annexed to hu- 
manity. 

I drop my pen — I cannot proceed— 
X am touched too nearly. 
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LETTER XVIII. 



Count Alurcdus in continuation. 



AN consequence of that sacred vow I 
had taken in the presence of God, and 
my dear departed Saint, I immediately 
wrote to the Duke de Deni — I acquaint- 
ed him with her death — I spoke as 
much of the deplorable situation in 
which I discovered her, as I thought 
necessary to reach his heart, and 
awaken him to repentance for the share 
he had in her distresses. My reflect 
tions were not severe, but they reached 

"hia 
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his heart as I intended; It was many 
years before he recovered his former 
cheerfulness— her memofy became dear 
to him — he has shed a thousand tears 
in my presence — he Was never tired 
with heaping reproaches on himself 
for the unbrotherly treatment that drove 
her from our protection. The severity 
of his own accusations silenced my 
upbraidings ; I could not add them to 
what he already suffered; I endeavoured, 
on the contrary, to soften his feelings 
of remorse. I was, for his own sake, 
charmed with the change in his dispo- 
sition, and restored him to all that ten- 
der affection which by one act of cruel 
injustice he had before forfeited. His 
wife, as she had partaken of his crime, 
partook also of his penitence. At 
first, her presence was hateful to me ; 
but her unremitting endeavours to 

soothe 
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soothe my sorrows, and convince me of 
her contrition, had the usual effect on 
my soul ; I could no longer refiise my 
esteem, where no means were neglected 
to engage it. On the most friendly 
terms I lived with my brother and 
his family twelve years after the death 
of Maria; but I must now go back, 
and explain to you the cause that a 
second time interrupted the harmony 
which reigned among us, never — never 
to be revived. 

To keep the trust reposed in me not 
only secret from the Duke and his 
Duchess, but also from the prying cu- 
riosity of common spectators, who 
could have no interest in our concerns, 
I took the following precautions before 
I returned with the body to France. 
The first thing I did was, to give the 

name 
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.name of Armanette, instead of Alu- 
rcdus* to the lovely child of my adop- 
tion. I have told you, that when I 
saw the good woman, who had a real 
claim to that name giving me the most 
moving proofs of her love and attach- 
ment to my infant, a sudden design 
formed itself iri my imaginations. This 
4esign was no other than to make her 
pass for her parent, which would take 
•off all suspicion of my sister's being 
her true mother ; and the more I ex- 
amined the propriety of this artifice, 
the more- 1 approved it 

Annanette was the daughter of a far 
vourite 'servant my mother brought 
With her from England, who, having 
itiarried in France, on her .death-bed, 
recommended this girl to the patronage 

vol. xi. 9 • of 
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of the Duchess r Apnanette was but 
little older than my sister, when hei; 
mother died, from which time she was 
taken into the same nursery, where she 
received in common thc$e instructions 
that were liberally bestowed on the 
mind and edi^cation of her young lady. 
Like her too she was a Protestant, and 
too faithful to forsake the fortunes of 
her mistress, even in their blackest 
aspect Her accomplishments were 
such as would have fitted her for the • 
superintendence of ' children, whose 
improvement in polite acquirements, 
might have been the first object of a 
parent's care, nor was she less, quali- 
fied to teach the more unmodern les- 
sons of morality and honour, which* 
iu the jijdgment of thinking people* 

are still more estimable. It is in edu-' 

cation, 
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cation, as it is in life — many things are' 
useful—many more we call necessary J • 
but few only are absolutely essential. 

Convinced that my utmost researches 
Would never lead me to the discovers 
of a person "more properly qualified 
for the- governess of my dear infant,- 
1 did not hesitate' to confer on liter a 
still more interesting title. I knew it- 
was aaa? indulgent trust, and confidence 
I could safely repose in her — I knew 
she wottkl abuse neither. Assured she 
would preserve the character of a 
mother, witfroitt forgetting her station 
of a servant, 1 delayed' not to signify 
my intention. The manner in which the- 
accepted this important charge made i 
me applaud the resolution I had? taken 
in her favour — sensibility, joy, and 
gratitude,, were the only emotions she 

g 2 betrayed* 
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betrayed. It is easily perceived, by 
the eye of observation, from whence the 
passions derive their source. I was 
pleased to see that in her they sprung 
not from the adulterated fountain of 



self-interest, . but from the genuine 
friendship she entertained for her late 
lady, as well a$ from an unbounded 
affection for my little darling. She 
was not exalted- in her own opinion; 
it was the prospect of never being se- 
parated from that dear child which 
sent out her expressions of transport 
with so great vejocity, as almost over- 
powered, me by their force — I silently 
blessed Heaven for directing my 
choice, and turned away to prevent 
" being further oppressed by this grate- 
ful creature's acknowledgments, 

Having now settled every thing with 
Ajxnanette, I took a lodging for her 

far 



d&r removed from the nouse I had kkfd 
- before ; and making a considerable 
; present to the poor woman who U&d 
.hitherto nursed my beloved charge 
privately, removed Annanette and the 
little one to their new habitation. I 
would have got another nurse to sup- 
ply the place of her, whom feaf of 
having my scheme detected, had forced 
me to dismiss ; but the fictitious mo- 
ther assuring me it was the custom to 
wean children of her age, and that 
, Mademoiselle was so healthy, that she 
would answer with het life for the con- 
sequences— I submitted to her opinion. 

The lodgings to which I conveyed 
them were neat and convenient I 
allowed her two women servants and a 
.footman* which she was to provide, in 

.her own name* or rather the name of 

. ■■ . . ■ • .... 

gS Arlington; 
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Arlington ; which, by my orders, she 
bad assumed, and by which I shall for 
the future distinguish her, as you will 
in the remainder of my relation, know 
my own dear child by that of Anna- 
nette. 

My motives for this finesse must be 
obvious — in giving iier the name of 
her supposed mother, which name was 
familiar to the ear of my brother, i 
Entirely excluded htm from suspicion, 
and forwarded a deception innocent m 
its design; and by circumstances ren- 
dered unavoidable. After having set- 
tled my little family, the mistress of 
which was to pass for a widow of genr 
teel fortune, I embarked with the re- 
mains of my dearest sister, for her na- 
tive country. Oh, Sir William ! Oh, 
Lady Nelson ! I was the sincerest 

mourner 
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moitrner that evtit fblkiwed virtues like 
her's towards the dreary sepulchre*— 
that cold inhospitable mansion,, whifch 
iftcloses the brightest perfections with 
the same ihdiflferen<te as it does the 
wretched carcase stain fcd with Crimea, 
and defaced by vicious pursuits. — The 
Duke de Dear had 'written; to request 
the body plight be brought to his pa- 
lace, which I thought it improper to 
oppose, seeing the distracted state of 
his mind when he signified his incli- 
nations. 

Permit me to draw a vdl oVer this 
part of my narrative : ill as he has 
since requited my tenderness, I cannot 
even now reflect on the ag&nies'I saw 
hiin suffer at our solemn entrance, 
without being tc>& much softened for 
i brother, whom my mm wrongs tell 

me 
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ane I ought to throw from my affection; 
It will not be— I have a something' in 
my nature repugnant to hate — I cannot 
hate the Duke de Deni — but I will fly 
from him — I will avoid htm as the de* 
dared enemy of my repose. 

My Maria's ashes were deposited in 
the tomb of her ancestors ^ they were 
deposited in all the ostentatious pomp 
of funeral magnificence ; my brother 
directed it; he thought he could not 
be too profuse. Alas ! why this pro- 
fuseness ? why those immense sums 
squandered to carry that poor body 
back to its parent earth, which, when 
living, was suffered to pine ip misery, 
to languish in neglect, and, last of all, 
to resign its- being : to the resistless 
claim of poverty ? Not long after her 
interment, when I could venture to 

speak 
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speak on the subject,* without dread 
of seeing the. . Duke relapse inttf 
those terrors pf conscience which had 
alarmed me for his senses, as soon 
as, I saw, him. tolerably cpmposed, I 
spoke to him of the great obligations' 
my sister owed, before and during her 
illness, to Anhanette. I told him she 
was now thtf* widow of a private English 
gentleman ; that she was left in narrow 
circumstances, with a child to main- 
tain ; and, at the same time, declared 
my intentions of sending for them to 
France, that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of returning some of those vast 
debts of kindness the worthy creaturd 
had, to the utmost of- a. very limited 
power, communicated to her unfortu- 
nate mistress ; adding, that every mark 
of ; favour I could bestow on Mrs, 
Arlington, v or her infant, t should 

g £ ' always 
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always consider as a recompense inade- 
quate to her unparelleled {fidelity-. He 
heard me with more composure than I 
had reason to expect. You have a 
noble mind, my dear ; Count, said he^ 
I adore your goodness ; then catching 
my hand, and grasping it with fervoux^ 
you must not: (continued lie) refuse me 
the comfort of sharing with you ia 
rewarding this friend of our dearest 
Maria. Oh, my . sister ! my sister f 
(he exclaimed) with my whole fortune 
would I purchase the remembrance of 
one — one single act of tenderness ad-, 
ministered to thee in the season of thy 
adversity — Aluredus and Annanette, of 
all thy numerous friends and followers, 
are those only who can cherish thy idea 
without remorse, without terror* He 
groaned as he said this ; then burning to 
the Buchessr— tellme, I chargeyou, Ma- 
dam, 
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dam, why this dear sister, this amiable 
suffered, Was driven from her paternal 
habitation, 1?hich should' have beeti 
her Sanctuary against misfortune ? Bii 
wife was ineapableof answering a ques- 
tion so unfctptfetedj sfro burst into 
tear*, and retired hastily; to avoid the 
angry glances with which he sternly 
saluted her. I interposed— I happily 
convinced him his resentment was un- 
seasonable; he beard me with patience* 
and at length condescended to follow 
tfa£ Duchess. I was soon after desired! 
to join them in her dressing-room; 
they had both been in tears ; but no- 
thing like reproach any more escaped 
his lips. Sh* sent dtfct a look which 
conveyed to nte her thinks for the part 
I had acted, and told me, in a whispei*, 
she would gttfe the World to bo more 
Wfliihy of my ftkAcbhip. '.#■'■'• 
..... . g 6 We 
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We now Ten e wed our former conver- 
sation, when the Duke persisted in his 
resolution of joining in the support of 
Mrs. Arlington and her infant. I did 
not think proper to exasperate him, by 
refusing absolutely what he insisted on 
with a warmth so peremptory. I men- 
tioned a trifling yearly allowance* 
which terms, with the utmost diffi- 
culty, I at last prevailed on him to ac- 
cept, though, at the same time, he de- 
clared his gratitude should never be 
confined to so narrow a compass. My 
principal reasons for giving him any 
Land* in this affair, were these: first, 
not to disoblige him; secondly, by al- 
lowing him to assist me in the support 
of Arlington, I secured my plan from 
detection; I also raised my brother's 
character, by laying in his way art op- 
portunity to obliterate, by his, good- 
ness 
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ness to the favourite servant of his neg- 
lected sister, the aspersions by which 
it had been marked on her account — 
and last, not least of all, the honour 
this public countenance. of her well-re- 
membered domestic wpuld reflect op 
the memory of my eyer-lqved, ever-re-* 
gretted Maria.; : - ; 

* * 

My meaning was not to keep hijn 
ignorant of the young Aluredus's being 
his niece, longer than till I had seen 
her established in the world, establish- 
ed under the protection of a husband; 
who would openly defend her in tho$e 
privileges which I was forced to main- 
tain by stealth and by contrivance. I 
-argued with myself in this manner— 
though I conceal her birth from the 
Duke, he wUl.notbe debarred her con- 
versation ;. jriatyire, no. 4oubt, ^^ ^ n( * 

her 
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Ber way to his heart long before it im- 
proper to inform him of the near re-^ 
lation that entitles her to hid affection 

I looked foward with pleasure wheti 
I should be at liberty to divulge my 
secret, to present him with a niece*, 
who, if she inherited half her mother^ 
virtues, would be an honour to his* 
ftimily. My sister's command of si- 
lence extended no further than to tht 
infant state of her daughter ; I thought 
the Duke so truly sensible of his error^ 
so truly penitent for its consequences, 
that I had not the least fear of his re- 
senting my concealment or her injunc- 
tions, when he should be acquainted 
without reserre by what thely were o<2- 
Casioned. It was never my design to 
receive the fchild and her official parfe&t 
into my&mily; I rather chese to pro- 
vide 



▲MJrKBDUft* 139 

vide them a house hear my own, so 
near that I might continually keep the 
former under my eye, and inspect the 
conduct of the latter. By this means 
J secured to myself all the advantages 
I could propose, had they bred under 
i»y, roof, without laying myself open to 
the censure of a world too much ia* 
dined, if our actions will admit of a. 
double senses to have fixed that which 
will do the least honour to our reputa- 
tions. 

« 
When eray thing was ready for 
their reception, I returned to fetch 
them from England; I could not 
trust my angel to cross the water under 
any other protection but my own ; and 
the pretence. I made to my brother for 
this expedition was, some business 1 
had left unsettled when I was last in 

that 
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that country. In' all the duplicity in 
which I was by necessity involved, my 
heart never reproached me on any 
other occasion ; I could have died ra- 
ther than have submitted to have called 
in the assistance of art, though by 
such an auxiliary I might have gained 
the universe. Deception in the affair 
on which I was embarked, was become 
a duty ; I owed it to Heaven — I owed 
it to my sister — I owed it to my con- 
science ; I was not acting iq opposition 
to its sacred dictates, when I conde- 
scended to methods which, in their 
common nature, are. indefensible. 

The Duke de Deni offered to accom- 
pany me to Britain, but I had many 
reasons for waving his- proposal; he 
made it only to do me pleasure, and I 
had no difficulty in dissuading him 

from 



from his purpose.. A violent .inclina- 
tion to see fcgain my darling child hur- 
ried me from France; the same hnpar 
tienqe would not suffer me to take any 
jrepose after I landed at Dover, I ar- 
rived there at an unseasonable hour of 
the night; but no hour then appeared 
unseasonable. I ordered a . carriage 
the moment I reached the inn ; and 
as soon as. it could be got ready, posted 
forward with more composure of jnind 
than when I measured the same road 
in pursuit of that dear sister -whose fate 
-was iiqw determined. 

J In all the various afflictions by 
which my life has been distinguished, 
I have ever found the horrors of sus-* 
pense were more insupportable, than 
when the .event I.Jiave mo6t dreaded 
has amount^ tq .certainty : . with . . that 

intolerable 
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* 

intolerable load am I now burthenecfj 
and it is more than probable t am 
doomed to bear it about me with the 
remnant of my unhappy days. It was 
about half an hour after eight in the 
morning, when I was set down at that 
hou&e in which I had deposited my 
treasure : like a miser, on visiting his 
hoard, so I felt myself agitated with 
a thousand feats that death, or some 
other despoiler* might have entered mf 
d#ellihg, and rdbbfed me ofmysdutfe 

iriches. The eager knock I gave &*&nr- 
fied the arrival of a gwst impatient fofr 
admittance; Arlington understood it; 
she came herself to the door*«-her coun- 
tenance §poke all well; she had a pfes 
sentiment it was me, yet screamed With 
suf prize; her joy was so great, that she 
could tiot bit! itie tyelcoifie; h6>fcetelV 
ahe made up for het silenee tothe thottw 

sand 
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sand questions I asked her, by leading 
itife instantly to the sweet subject of 
my enquiries. 

As I stood with more than paternal 
fbndness gating on the little Anna- 
nfette, wb6 rented her lovely cheek on 
the^iowriy pillow" of repose, twdisturb- 
t& by those: cares from which the in- 
iant state is akrae^exeinpted, I contem- 
plated her with such -efciitting rapture, 
that if ever I was acquainted with trtie 
happiness, it was at the instant 1 de- 
scribe. Arlington, who had by tins 
time found the use of her tongue, be* 
gan "to evince, by ^xpresskms, those 
honest grateful sentiments which were 
.better explained by the sensibility that 
had before occasioned her silence. I 
was afraid the sound of her voice would 
have awakened iny charmer, and de- 
feated 
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feated my present enjoyment — «.I 
beckoned with my finger — she took 
the hint, she answered it by laying 
one of hers on her lips. I had imper- 
ceptibly crept close to the bed-side~ 
my transports were ungovernable— I 
could no longer resist their impulse, 
Bending one knee on the floor, I laid 
my fe.ee close to that of the innocent 
iaby, and ventured gently to put my 
mouth to her forehead* How often-— 
how apt are we to condemn in others 
what we do ourselves without a scruple. 
I had checked Arlington for a whisper, 
and the next moment committed a 
greater absurdity. Notwithstanding 
all my caution not to have her disturb- 
ed, my touch effected it ; she lifted up 
her long dark eye-lashes that concealed 
frpra my view such eyes as nothing but 
the finished beauty of her leather's 

ever 



ever equalled. Smiling, she opened 
them ; her smiles were heavenly — they ' 
discovered a thousand dimples that 
adorned a face fairer than the pure li- 
nen which covered the pillow on. which 
-she rested, whose whiteness seemed a 
foil to the delicacy of her complexion. 
The moment she saw Arlington, (for I 
had moved to a little distance, that she 
might not be frightened at the appear- 
ance of a stranger) she began to talk in 
alanguage of her own, but in a voice 
so musical as- 1 could have listened to 
fer ever without satiety, at the same 
instant she extended her lovely arms, 
which appeared to be formed of the 
purest marble, and executed by the 
masterly finger of proportion. Arlin g- 
ton, who understood her pretty jargon, 
was taking her from the bed, when, no 
longer able to hide myself, I .stepped 

forward, 
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forward, and, in her night-eloatha, re- 
ceived her to my bosons 

* * ■ 

My God! what were then my extar 
tic emotions ? If a paseat coukl feel 
more for a child of his soul's affections, 
for his only, his darling offspring, I 
would not be that parent for the uni- 
verse; any degree of fondness that 
could exceed what- 1 felt, would havc : 
been insupportable ; but I think I may 
aver, it was. npt m the power of possi- 
bility to exceed it Instead of burning 
away, or shewing any surprise^ (as I 
had apprehended) she received my ca- 
resses as if she had known they eajara, 
from her only friend, who, was to supr, 
ply the place to her .of father,, mother*, 
every dear, every tender relation Sj^ue . 
played with my face, she entangled Iwx, 
fingers iu my hais— -but, aj^ngst all: 

her 
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her love-inspiring actions, that which 
most delighted me was an involuntary 
motion of her little hands, for laying 
them spread on my breast, she seemed 
to be taking possession of my. heart in 
form. 

* 

The idea charmed me— I kissed her 
eyes, her forehead, and each cheek by 
turns — I promised none should ever su- 
percede — none ever dispute with her 
the property she laid her claim ta 

From her nursery I went to the room 
where my breakfast was prepared ; bub 
I waited till Arlington had dressed and 
restored to me my infatuating cherub, 
before I would take any refreshment. 
The moment she was brought in, 
she shewed as much eagerness to fly 
from Arlington's arms into mine, as I 

did 
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did to receive herTroin them. It was 
with difficulty that I could force the 
humble creature to sit do\rn in my pre- 
sence even whilst she poured out the 
coffee; but telling her with a smile, 
she must learn to submit to the forms 
of her present, and forget her former 
station, she took her place, though 
not without feeling so- much confu- 
sion at her own consequence, that, ' 
though her timidity demanded my ap- 
probation, it also bespoke my pity. 

1 was so much devoted to my Anna- 
nette, who sat smiling and prattling on 
my knees, that if I had not purposely 
avoided adding to Arlington's uneasy 
restraint, I should have had no leisure 
the whole time I was at breakfast, to di- 
rect my looks towards the table — but 
the rattling of cups, the fall of the lid 

from 



from tke tea-pot^ and some other 
trifling accidents** told me plainly 
enough, she Would not easily npcovei^ 
from the disorder of her spirits on be* 
ing obliged to exhibit in her new cha- 
racter. I know you will forgive me, 
ray dear Sir William. I know Lady Nd* 
son too will forgive me, for having en* 
gaged your attention so long, on a 
subject which, however interesting to 
.myself, is* by no means material to my 
narrative. — Should t go on thus dwell* 
ing on every incident impressed upon 
ray memory, I should at last tire out 
Jiour patience, and wear away my own 
abilities, to conclude the remainder of 
tt>y wonderful undertaking* Wonder- 
ful it may be called in a man of my 
years, of my infirmities, who sits down, 
like a novelist, to relate his own adven- 
tures, Would to God my story had 
vol. ir* h been 
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warmth, nor <lidil regret the haicdion^ 
'provision he intended to bestow oi> 
tlie supposed mother of my adopted 
infejfti, who I determined should be 
brought up with all the elegance audi 
splendour date to her birth, to her con- 
nections,' to her future expectations, 
but, above aH* due-^-dbwbly due — to> 
the misfortunes of her amiable, ill- 
fated parent 

► 

The Duke de DenKs liberality would: 
make him overtook my profuseness. ; 
profuse I designed ta be — nothing of 
expence was to be withheld in accom- 
plishing the scheme I had projected i 
he could not possibly murmur at any 
seeming extravagance m my conduct, 
for which his own example became ityy 
precedent. -«— From those motives I. 
dosed with his proposal; and we settled 

this 
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this affair to our iputual satisfaction* 
The Duchess being present when this 
matter was adjust ed r was so far froni 
disapproving my brother's intentions, 
that with tears stealing down her cheeky 
as a proof of my having forgiven her 
former severity, she desired I would 
accept from her five hundred livres in 
addition to the income proposed by 
the Duke towards the support of the 
common friend of their family. I was 
dqaally moved with the self-accusation 
contained in this request, as by the 
generosity of soul it discovered. My 
brother was still more affected ; he 
caught one of her hands, and putting 
it into mine, Is it possible, Count, 
(said he) so much sweetness should 
plead in vain r I did not reject the 
offered hand, but I saw he was going 
to speok ; and I would not interrupt 

h 3 him. 
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him. I fear, said he, it is a false tenet 
in ou^ church, that teaches us Catho- 
lics cannot be too sanguine, or use any 
improper mode in bringing over here- 

* 

tics to their own opinions — you have 
not been Winded by prejudice; if our 
, minds had been as enlarged, or our rea- 
son as unobscured as your's, Count* 
we might at this time have all been 
•happy. I say nothing in defence of 
myself; but surely, brother, -some in- 
dulgence is due, if not to me, to the 
errors of my wife, whose only fault has 
proceeded from wishing to be too per- 
fect. Embrace her, Count, tell her. she- 
is pardpned r and confer a lasting obli- 
gation on us both. There was no with- 
standing, there was no resisting so 
forcible an attack on my tender pas- 
sions ; her own .sensibility had already 
softened thftjeseiitraent my heart held 
;.'«'• ' ' .. against 
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against her, and the Dukes pathetic 
address compleated their conquest. -I 
did as my brother desired ; J embraced 
the Duchess, and assured her of my 
friendship, but refused her . offered 
bounty in such > a manner as gave her 
no cause of displeasure. v 

. The rest of the day We spent toge- 
ther -with the same social harmony, * 
which, for twelve years following, 'sufv 
feftxl no interruption, nor did the Du- 
chess ever after givfe me reason to sup- 
pose she was insincere in her sorrow for 
the fate of my sister, or in the profes* 
sions of regard she made to myself. . 

• • • ' 
In the evening before I went home, 
I looked in on my little: family, and 
found Arlington employed in the mo- 
therly office of undressing; her infa/nfci 

a 4 Annanette 
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Annanette sprung towards me the mo- 
ment I capie near her ; she held out 
her hands, she seemed to intreat I 
woqld take her in ray arms, Arling- 
ton, told me it Was time Mademoiselle 
was in bed ; but, notwithstanding all 
she could say, I diverted the child and 
myself a full hour — in tossing her up 
and down — counting the buttons on 
my coat~holding her up to the win- 
dow, and dancing her before a glass* 
IJer liveliness, and the, exertion of her 
teet in the last exercise, began to fa- 
tigue me ; I resigned her to Arlington ; 
I promised to return the next nionw 
ing, and charged her not to let my 
charmer lie in bed too long, that I 
might find her ready to receive me at 
an early hour. The remainder of that 
night X passed almost without sleep ; I 

got iutQ i \x$va of reflections, which 



ALUREDUS. \57 

are the professed enemies of repose ; 
again and again I thought over every 
turning, every winding in the toad be* 
fore ine, arranged over and over my 
whole plan of operations with exact 
precision. My ideas grew romantic ; 
I turned castle-builder, and raised such 
airy edifices of happiness as, had they 
stood on a real foundation, would have 
repaid me for all the malice, all the 
acrimony, with which fortune has de- 
lighted to purftu£ me- Why do I fore- 
stall tny disappointments, when I know 
in their proper places they will come 
too fast on the friendly bosoms into 
which I pour them? they are always 
next my' thoughts; I am never a mo- 
ment disengaged from their obtrusion. 

The next morning after this sle^ 

< 

Jess night, I found iny blossom hand* 

ii 5 somcr 
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jomer and more engaging than ever, 
waiting to give me the early reception 
I had bespoke the preceding evening. 
The fine laces which surrounded her 
Jowly face, bosom, and hands, gave it 
a look of peculiar grace— of peculiar 
elegance : in short, Arlington had 
that day exhausted all her taste in. 
dress, to render her little charge com** 
pleteiy charming ; which, from a cir* 
cumstance that followed, pleased me 
infinitely. 1 had just informed Arling- 
ton of her obligations to the Duke de 
Deni, * when one of my servants 
brought me the billet annexed. 



BILLET. 



My wife and I have taken possession 
of your house, and do not design to 
give it up till you let us know we have 

your 



/ 
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your permission to visit the good vo— 
man'*. who is entitled to our affectionate 
regards: remember, .we tifce rio de-< 
riial ; we must see and welcdme her td 
France. Was it fair, Count, to steal 
this -march upon you^ friends ? Our 
scheme was formed after you left us 
-last night ; your early hours have de- 
feated all our intentions — bid us fol- 
low you, and we seal your pardon. 

De Dkni. 

■■ • 

. As soon as I had cast my eye oyefr 

the contents, I took up a pen, and 
sent back by the same servant this 
answer : ■ 

■ 

A. N S W E K.. 

My house is honoured by the recep- 
tion of its present possessors-; but $s 
'••',.. *u6 * they 
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they seem to desire a pretence to leave 
it, let them follow the bearer of this, 
and their condescension shall be re* 
Warded* by the thanks of their worthy 
pensioner ; and, if in her usual good- 
humour, by the smiles of a love!/ 
infant, the most engaging of all chil* 
dren. . 

Aluredus. 

i 

Instead of sen ding this note, I should 
liave gone in person to conduct them ; 
but I foresaw I had a difficult task to 
pfcrfbrm, which would detain me where 
I was, and find me full employment 
till their arrival. I was not mistaken ; 
for no sooner had I made known the 
honour intended her, than I thought 
the poor creature would have expired 
under the various assaults of surprize, 

terror, 



terror, and confusion, I had bwtt , jprtr 
got over her timid reii*ctai>oe to *tt ioi 
my preseaoe ; she was but barely abte, 
to support it with tolerable <:<wapaiuse*. 
It happened^ I expected ; the thought*; 
of appearing before the Duke %nd Du- 
chess made her relapse into alt her for-, 
mer frights, which nothing but the 
fear of offending me could have so far 
conquered, as to prevail on her to pro- 
mise she should answer my summons, 
whenever I thought proper to order 
her attendance. Having gained thi* 
point, and advised her to exert somet 
fortitude, that she might receive, wifcb 
less pain to herself a distinguishing 
mark of favour, which would be h^hly 
flattering to almost any other woman ; 
I then told her, if she pleased, she 
might retire till I saw it necessary fotf 

her to returiu-^Witb an air full of 

, • humility, 
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humility, she seized on the liberty I 
ha&'grahted her, offering to take the 
child with her ; but I bade her leave 
it with me, and away she hurried, as if 
afraid my visitors would come upon 
her before she should have the power 
of making her escape. 

My fondness for Annanette could not 
be declared too early, or too publicly ? 
to have concealed it, or dealt out my 
favours by stealth, was below Ihe dig- 
nity of her real quality, which I then 
imagined would be one day brought to 
light, and degrading to that amazing 
fund of love, which on all occasions, I 
should make it my glory to publish for 
the sweet orphan of ray care. These 
were my reasons for not parting with 
her when I dismissed Arlington ; I re- 
solved- that my brother and his wife, at 
.... the 



tlie first entrance into the house, should 
witness the strength of my attachment, 
to prevent their being after surprized or 
disappointed at the lengths I should be 
earned in her education and future 
provision. 

Arlington had been gon^ but a short 
time from the room, when the Duke 
and Duchess* entered it. The first ob- 
ject that engaged their attention was 
my charmer— she was sitting at my 
side on a pillow of the sopha, playing 
with my watch-chain, which I had 
taken from my pocket to amuse her. 
My God ! they exclaimed, in the tone 
and attitude of astonishment. What 
an angel, cried the Duchess. My bro- 
ther stood still ; he did not advance a 
step after he had once fixed his eyes 
on my beloved. What have we here, 

>' % . Count? 
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Count ?— la it a real child, or is it the 
production of art which you have pro- 
cured to deceive our senses ? If the 

« 

latter, whoever was the artist deserves 
to have his works immortalized. Such 
of his works as these, replied I, carrying 
Annanette towards him, were designed 



by the Divine Master for immortality- 
Here, take her — examine the mate- 
rials of which she rs composed, tell me 
then •if it is possible for human skill to 
<imitate the beauties which come thus 
perfect from the hands of our "great 
Creator. As I said this, I threw her 
into his extended arms — extended to 
receive her. Nature struggled in die 
bosom of her uncle— I saw its work- 
ings with amazement, and beg^n to fear 
it might lead to some questions that I 
wished him to avoid. Luckily for me, 
he did not understand from whence 

proceeded 



proceeded his own emotions .; the live- 
ly efforts of blood, he mistook iftxr t3ie 
common efforts of admiration, which 
he bestowed on her in the tnost extra* 
vagant expressions. He almost smo- 
thered her with kisses, and did not 
seem to intend she. should quit his 
arms, had not a thousand importunities 
obliged him to resign her to the canes*- 
ses of the Duchess, At first my di^m 
ling appeared pleased with their Jbficfe- 
ness, but at length, being oftea 
snatched from one to the other, her 
smiling face was over-clouded, and at 
burst of tears signified tihat she found 
herself incommoded, 

* • 

The Duke and Duchess tried by v*» 
rious methods to lay the storm they had 
raised ; but I, pretending to be greatly 
disgusted with the noise of children, 

when 
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when they ceased to be good-humou*- 
ed, rang the bell, and ordered a ser- 
vant to take away Annanette, and put 
her into the hands of her mother. 

This lovely child then (said my bro- 
ther, after she was carried out) is the 
daughter of my dear Maria s faithful 
servant ; L remember her mother was 
remarkably plain . in her person, but 
she has no reason to complain ; for in 
the charms, of that infant, her own 
deficiency of beauty is made up with 
usury ; it would be infinite pity if so 
sweet a child should ' want education 
suitable to her other perfections;, that, 
my dear, must be our future care. I 
-told him he had already contributed too 
largely to the support of her mother. 

".■•.*.. AJa&! 



Alas] when I pronounced ? $te word 
mother; when I felt the* sentence to 
which the word mother was united, I 
received such a check at my heart— -a 
shock so violent, as J cannot describe* 
Reflection instantaneously conveyed 
me to that horrid den of poverty itt 
\vhich my Maria was suffered to Jan* 
gui§h out her wretched days — un-» 
friendedr^unppotected-^-without the 
Common supports o£ life^without thci 
comfortable presence of hope; Yety 
what did I say ? I said he had already 
done too much for her mother, thai 
mother,- whom he had despised^ neg- 
lected, forsaken. What- I. might fur* 
ther have added to my false assertion; 
was forgot; the viskroof her sufferings 
occupied the whole space of memory. 
I begged we might talk on that, su'bt 
ject some other time; and, turning 
■...».- confusedly 
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confusedly to theDnchess, to hinder 
their oh n cmug the agitated condition 
of my mind, I asked her permission to 
present to her the good Arlington. By 
all mean*, sand she.; I am impatient 
to embrace, and asscae her, net only of 
my protection, but my friendship— my 
request ought to have prevented yonr 
application ; hot that dear bewitching 
child occasioned my omission. My 
brother added something to the same 
purpose, and immediately I ordered 
her attendance; She obeyed my sum* 
moas— her reception was go gracious; 
so many obliging acknowledgments 
were made to her, eo many kind praises 
lavished on her supposed daughter, 
that though she entered trembling and 
confounded, I observed with pleasure 
her confusion soon -abated. The ex- 
treme affability of the Duke and 

Duchess 



Dtickcss made tire scene- less: tremens 
dous than she expected ; iror do I ever 
ixasiket te- haree seen, for appear to 
more ad vantage than m. their presence; 
They obliged her to sit between them ; 
they confessed themselves her debtors, 
and loaded, her with assurances of .their 
favour. The good sense* she wsts mis** 
tress, of, displayed kiself in her returns 
of gratitude, which vtere accompanied' 
wkh so imich mddest hutftility, aspie^ 
fectfy changed b6th my brother and 
his wife; Thdr visi$ wa& not ^ short 
tmc ;, they promised' to repeat it ; aa$ 
before fchey t&ok their leaves* the 
$)uches& told Arlington sh«6 wowld' for- 
feit her friendship, untess* she came of- 
ten, to* the* patoce* tott' brought with 
her the^ enchanting A«nan^ett«j I pro- 
mised for her obedience at such times 
asrshe might be most priv&te; and for 
"...-■. twelve 
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• 

twelve years after, a'day seldom passed 
in which they did not oblige her td 
bring the child to them. — This was a 
great advantage to my beloved. 

There was not in the kingdom a wo- 
man more highly accomplished than' 
the Duchess de Deni. She had taken 
so great an inclination to my sweet 
innocent lamb, that she examined into 
her improvements,, and directed her 
studies with a solicitude nearly mater- 
nal. Often has she requested Arling- 
ton to give up the infant entirely to 
h£r Care; for, that having no child of 
her own, and loving Annanette with a 
parent's fondness, she should experi- 
ence th,e effects of that fondness, not 
only in. her present attention, but in 
her furtire establishment. These offers 
were rejected politely, but with firm- 
-- . ■ ness, 
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*iess, by my agent, as often as re- 
peated* 

The Duchess, finding all her solici- . 
tations could not avaM, at last dropped, 
them, con teating herself with giving; 
my daughter every proof of her- affec- 
tion to which she had been , accus- 
tomed. 

I shall no longer tire out your pati- 
ence with tedious descriptions, which, 
in the infancy of my child, L thought, 
may not be unnecessary to give you 
some idea of the" unbounded love thatr 
filled my whole, soul for the comfort, 
the staff, the very life of my existence, 
and to shew you at how early a period 
I began to place my vi,ews of happi- . 
ness on this darling, this one darling . 

Object. , > , 

When 



;ffWhon they had been settled 6<mt 
fyextsr under my 'own inspection, and 
tamauAnttwith the f auspices of my bro- 
tferV <&rtl;^^ the 

-t)ti)teJ%nd>I)mhm% : ga*e Arlington, 
made me find nO< difficulty in selecting 
such cowipany to * visit her, -whose ac- 
quaintance 1 should approve for my 
daughter, ai she advanced towards nra* 
turity, Ir cultivated an intimacy with 
men of tha : greatest genius* both of 
your nation and my own ; so that as 
Annafcfctte g*ew»up$ trbe frequent op 
p©rfcunkies she had: of conversing with 
them, erriarged her ati»dy and refined 

her seniimeMte, ' whilst it added a? bril* . 
lian<cj£tt<* her native wit,, which Was 
mora astonishing- thaa cemmam-^-Her 
aecjtiirements' fceg^ to &h€W~ them- 
selves even- before -< that season when 
childhood is supposed to be capable of 

no 



no more tkan making its language; to- 
derstaod. I weep to think' how info: 
nitely she surpassed my foacfaft wishes, k 
my most sanguine expectations; «ay 
tears increase when I reflect how cru- 
elly she has been torn from the bosom 
of her doatigig frther. 



• t ' . 



It is too muck far me-~I fincl my- 
self sick at heart— 1 wfili endeavour to 

walk a li tfle in my garden. .-. 

COKTlNUAffjaX. 

.« i * 

My sickness has left me— ?l am feet-, 
ter— -I wili try to finish . my narrative. 
Arlington had not long been ii3ed to; 
her elegant homse, a genteel equipage, 
a respectable fetignie, and the appella- 
tion of Madame, before she lost some 
part of that painful timidity which so 

vor.. ir. j greatly 
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grmdy mamraoded her when firot she 
adorned; the wttik to whicfe her merit 
hftd exalted her. The humility of her 
mirtd suffered no abatement, but the 
eafceafttf pofiteofesr of hfcr manners 
gained Iter wA versa! respect. -—Every* 
one applied to hfcr judgment m any lit- 
tle incident that required the advice 
of a person v/ho Wtts well acquainted 
wfth the wbrldy with its lairs, ami with 
its customs. : Thougb fitted in a coun- 
try of catholics, she was never molested 
on account otfher principles; and your 
Ambassador's chapel answered all .the. 
eftdi of lining under a Protestant: go- 
vernment; I found the means of tn*> 
gaging his excellency's chaplain in my 
interest; : *apd* 1 by his assistance, my 
dear child's instruction in that : reli- 
gion to which She was destiried by the 
fast ireqiiest of her beloved mother/ way 

w . * '" not 
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hot confined to the limited capacity 
of one director^ and that directpr ^ 
woman* /,*.: - A :i .,ni ■ .<-..,: : - ;.•;.,.•• > . d 

I had not r.y* tbo**tghti$ p£c§*er t0« 
instruct Uiy uAluredus with tji|5 $9Qtfi& 
of her naaaeof i)itth* She b$ieV8<l me* 
the friend ' ta itfhaai her supfKteiiioi^ 
jiarenfc /{/©wed. ••', her ^ibsiste^ce—the 
fiiendtOi.whoiri she; hers€Jf t was itidfibt- 
ed for advantage^ * of education so 
llmch dbove Abe humility of ther mo^ 
tlier's former station, Arlington hav* 
mg acquabted hfr that I h^d redeem- 
ed' them from veryjjow jpircupistan* 
ce& These , considerations alone were 
enough : to secure, .me the duty* the 
tenderest.aflfeetion^ of *my,.<teq£,cbilfL 
She ioved„ me witlii the sanaq fervency 
as if I had' been lier father*.. . She di- 
vided her attentions equally between 

i 2 the- 
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the person she supposed her mother and 
myself. The Duke and his Duchess 
enjoyed the second place in her heart. 
It-was impossible for a young creature 
of so amiable a disposition to receive 
such continual marks of favour as they 
bestowed on her, with indifference or 
insensibility. She had scarcely attain- 
ed her twelfth year, when fame began 
to send out her praises; they were not 
confined to Paris; they were sounded 
through the remotest corners of France. 

V 

Mademoiselle Arlington was spoke of 
as the prodigy of the age; her beauty 
her wisdom, her modesty, and superla- 
tive accomplishments, were the topics 
of almost every conversation. My 
lieart bounded at the report of fame. 
I have oftefr called upon the blessed 

1-1*1,. y 

spirit of my,Maria>to look down on, 

her 



V' i 
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her perfect daughter, and share witli 
me the transpbrts of a delighted pa- 
rent. Oh! had she been permitted to, 
hear me! had she oeqri ' appointed .the 
guardian angel of otir joint treasure, I 
should not at this time groan under the 
severest of all afflictions, 

* 

I was obliged Jo tear myself from 
this adorable child, just as s>he entered 
her thirteenth yeur. Honour com- 
nianded me— I went against the infi- 
dels — the cruel commauds of honour 
vere not tobeV&iitecf; but when I 
obeyed them/Hfeft ti\y soul hvtfhepos- 
sessi&i o^'^y Alu^edus. ,} I'cattnot re- 
count tfiepkrlfcuVars o^ouV irifcfaricholy 
adieus. ''bbSriMPcKHa'P MwVas 
she distressed!* T8A1 Idfisnratted by re- 
collectioh/ &fy ' &6d f my (3 <kl J hast 
thou still preserved hefr? Oh, if yet 

1 3 she 
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she wanders in this vale of misery, 
guide, I beseech thee,. my feeble steps 
to the place of her retreat ; or, if thy 
hand of mercy has Extended itself to 
snatch from oppression my precious 
darling, take me also, oh, my God! 
unite me to her in those eternal man- 
sions of bliss from which comforts floW f 
unsullied by grie£ untainted by mis- 
fortunes* I have been self-interrupted 
— forgive the interruption. 

Before 1 left France, I received the 
strongest assurances from my brother 
and the D^che**, that they would 
endeavour to make my absence «p- 
pbrtabWfo my adopted, an appellation 
by \thicb they always distinguished my 
lovely child. This thry promised, with- 
out su^6tit^Wrtr much they w£re 
themselves concerned in her veifere, 

L or 




or how great a claim nature had given 
her to my brother's indulgence : But 
enough on this subject, I shall tell you 
by and by how well this brother per 
farmed the. promises he made me* 

I slid tiotqmtjpy country till I hacl 
$xed Arlington above the possibility. of 
. Jfeeiing > my absence in pecuniary mat- 
ters ; yet this by no means lessened 
her regret. The genuine tears she 
shed, of grateful tenderness, must have 
increased my sorrows, if, after I had 
tem myself from more than life or 
; happiness, my affliction woufd haye 
„ admitted of addition. I gave her in 
i charge carefultyto hidefrpmAnnanette 
the secret die h&d in keeping, not 
that ,1 doubted my child- s prudence, 
but I direadpd her complacency; 

• 1 

t • 

i 4 I was- 
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1 was afraid the insinuating distinc- 
tion she received From th6 Duke anjd 
Duchess might, ^wfoefr she kn6w how 
nearly she was related to the one and 
connected with the other, have found 
a Way to her confidence. Had this 
happened, the Consequence of such a 
discovery wottM, ;'I thought, defeat all 
my endeavours to perform that sacred 
engagement, for the -observance of 
which, my very soul -wafc" plighted. . 

I did mot suppose I; should be long 
^absent, and resolved at my return to 
disclose,* under proper restrictions,: &s 
much of her real situation as it was ne- 
cessary she should be acquainted with. 
Some events in the life of her. parents, 
some exceptionable parts in, the Duke 
de DeuiV conduct for the sake of her 
future peace, I intended "to have bu~ 

, 'i ' ried 
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uied in oblivion ; gladly would I have 
banished them from my OAvn memory, 
but that was impossible. 



'V 



The expedition on . which I em* 
barked was unfortunate. to, myself, and 
destructive to all my prospects. The 
ship in which I commanded was, after 
an obstinate resistance,, jn which I lost 
half my brave warriors; taken by the 
infidel-wretches who bear malice so in- 
veterate to men- of my order, that} 
when we fell into their hands* death is 
the greatest mercy we have to expect. 
Even, this mercy was withheld from 
me ; my name was not unknown in 
that barbarous Country ;, my treatment, 
on, this account - 9 was doubly severe. 
Five years! dragged; after ; nie the ab- 
ject chain of slavery; my body was 
not spared the daily lashes^-of cruelty.*;. 

1 a • but: 
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imt my mirid suffered torments a thou- 
sand time* mote intolerable' than their 
lashes* could iriflicti ; My child, my 
darling child A it wa* not the stripes of 
fny enemies that drew thfe tear of agony 
from my eye*; It was to leave thy in- 
fant innocence that wrong it from me ; 
• to lea*e thee before I had seen the fm> 
ition of *iy only hope, before I had 
given thefe to thd arms of a protector, 
who would tenderly shelter thee from 
the blast, the storms of fortune. To 
leave thee thus, humbled me in the dust 
of despondency; to leave theethas, 
made me turn away from the wretch'd 
only asylum. I could have welcomed, 
I could have courted death, as i#y best, 
1 my kindest friend ; I could Have 
courted him to my embraces ; hwp 
when he seemed. approaching near foe, 
I saw in him the enemy of my Alure- 

dus. 



* • • - > 

ctaft* the eaemy who woukl cut off ail 
possibility of my ^v^ more officiating 
to her in the fond, office j of -a, parent, 
a guardian— I saw him in ti>is, ttght, 
fetid in tlm light only ; wished .to* avoid 
hifiu Heaven wa$ at length m^ved by 
ttty prayers, tgid softened hyipy lai»etfr 
tatlons. When tl ;lefc«t expected so* 
gre&tfa Messing, by a miracl* I. was re- 
stored to freedom ; Vy what means it 
S«W accomplished, I eaBpo* here ii*- 
f&tm you j- they are circumstances too 
iatefeafce.to giingte with my present 
Jecitel I shall content myself with 
telling you, that I returned to France 
About six months before I had the 
honour ef meeting you at Mqntpellier, 
Jtfhgre I«$ame tjo try if the adv of that 
£tt£e could prop up my tg^ttering con- 
ffcitiitioDk, till I should- luive, performed 
<o$e act more^ ;\vhjch,;}£ attended with. 

jl6 success* 



\ 
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success, wilt make me lay my hfcad low 
cm the earth without regret, without a 
murmur. 

It is impossible for me to describe to 
you the situation of my mind, from 
the time I escaped captivity to the time 
when I found myself within the gates 
of Paris ; I can only compare it to a 
ship tossing on the tempestuous ocean, 
now lifted to the heavens, the next 
. moment plunged in the briny bowels 
of the deep — so one instant was I 
elated on the pinion of hope, the suc- 
ceeding buried in the gloomy abyss of 
despair; now calmly gliding on the 
bosom of imaginary , security* anon 
agitated by suspense, and racked with 
direful apprehensions. The first per- 
son I met on entering the city, was my 
Taylor. To see one single face that I 

knew> 



knew, inspired me with joyi ; , I stepped 
the caniage; and, as lie was hastily 
passing, beckoned him. to me. I fe\t<t8 
much eagerness to speak to this-.poor 
man, as if it had bqen alo#e in his 
power to. confirm my hopes, or ascerr 
tain my feajs; so foolish are. tli^- mise- 
rable, that they will catch ; after ^ta^ 
do ws, where the substance has eluded 
their pursuit. How absurd to expept 
£om the mouth of this obscure person 
$ny intelligence of my < child 1 Could 
he possibly inform, me if she was well 
or ill, happy or unhappy, protected, or 
unprotected ; if she lamented my abr 
sence as I had done my tedious 'separa- 
tion from her ; if she sorrowed for my 
death;* or if she believed me still num,- 
bered.with the living?. In all these par- 
ticulars, ray soul passionately longed 
to be instructed, His face striking niy 
. , , . memory, 



memory, when I whs most iacapabk of 
reasoning, like a drowning man I 
caught at the first reed that offered. 
When I beckoned him toward me> I 
had not considered that, without an- 
swering any purpose, I wst only pro* 
longing that time, the ftlownefes of 
which, in bringing me to my trcasu^ I 
had before* bitterly complained of. 
Monsieur Tastetee* aj^roached with & 
look that convmeed me he had no re* 
collection of my person- * Perhaps it 
was a weaknrts ; but I own to yon' fr 
was shocked at thfe altefatioa that must 
be 90 very visible when it cotdd blofe 
#11 traces of rememhrafttce from the 
mind of a m&n who had kndwn me Jfironr 
the age of twenty. Had I been tfcefe 
capable of reflection, I should have 
thought* the hard labour, the fetiguev 
and cruelties I had undergone in a five 

years' 
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years' slavery, made his ibrgetfotnea* 
an event not only to be expeqted, .but 
most wonderful, that I should still be 
living to observe the effects it Jbad pro- 
duced. He addressed use m a atrafc- 
ger ; and I was not inclined to wide- 
^ceive him with an embarrassed &hy. at 
though my fete depended w his answer. 
I asked if he could give me? any mr 
formation of the Duke de Deni, of Mar 
dame and Mademoiselle - Arlington* 
two English ladies, who lived under the 
Duke's and his brother* the Count A tu- 
redus's protection, I know nothing, 
Monsieur, he replied, of the ladies 
you enquire after ; and. as I have nofr 
the honour to work for Monsieur le 
Duke, ; 1 know almost as little of him. 
I saw him, continued , he, the other 
day, going to court; he looked in very 
good health j But heiniSried Madame 
■ ; x'f le 
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Ie Duchess ten months ago. — I asked 
him what it was thought was become 
of the Count Aluredus. Alas ! re- 
plied he, ' the Count Aluredus, my dear 
old master, may God have mercy on 
his precious soul f — he too is dead ; a 
thousand times a day my poverty re- 
minds me of his loss. He said no 
more ; he hurried away ; but as soon 
as his back was turned, I saw him take 
out a handkerchief, and apply it to his 
eyes. Poor Tastetee ! thy gratitude^ 
nor thy poverty, shall not be forgotten 
•by thy old master. I expended a tear 
on his honest sensibility; I did not 
miss the sympathetic drop, when the 
blow that awaited fell upon me, and 
drove them down my cheeks in tor- 
rents. 

Before I went to- my own house, my 
anxious, haste directed me to Arling- 
ton's 
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iton's. The doors, the /windows, were 
♦all shuit -up— dire ' presentiment* ! I 
Jooked wishfully at them— it was early 
— perhaps they were ' yet in bed. I 
knock'd — khock'd^knock'd-^tny arm 
at length grew' tired, my heart tinted* 
•within mei A labourer passing try 
;.told mfc no body had lived in that 
feouse for more than two years. My 

r head fell upon my bosom. I" caught 
bold of the peasant's shoulder; and 

• staggertd tinder the weights of my 
apprehension*. ? A. mob were begin- 
ning to gather aboutv us~- I begged 
bis- assistance to lead me that way, 
pointing to my own house. He bore* 
rather than led me; without his sup- 
port I never douldhave reached it Am 

. old man, whose head had grown grey 
in the service of my father, before he 
/entered into mine, heard my claim 
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for admittance, and cautiously opened 
the door. He saw I was ill — iie look- 
ed with concern: on mj condition ; and 
when he suffered me to come m, it was 
an act of humanity in which duty had 
no part — in the poor feebde wretch of 
his commiseration, he could not dis- 
tinguish the master to whom he owed 
obedience, I was weeping towards 
my own apartment ; but this faithful 
servant stopt me ; he said I mighty 
I pleased; repose myself ^ • in * hismohi ; 
but the way I was going, led to a part 
40f the house <and he sighed deeply) to 
which, since die lots of his dear Lord* 
no stranger had been admitted. I 
stood stilt ; I looked at him more fix- 
edly :.*— ii it possible^ Duvergey* is it 
possible, my Dnvergey has forgot me? 
My voice performed what my presence 
fould not effect. The illusion vanish* 

ed; 
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cd ; I saw my good f^hful /servant at 
my feet ; I saw him in a transport of 
joy that approached <m the borders of 
insanity. My retuni apjteared to him 
as a resurrection ; and it was some 
time before I could convince him that 
I existed in reality. The moment I 
found him capable of attending to any 
thing but his wn extreme amazement, 
T commanded him to inform me of all 
he knew concerning Madame and 
; Mademoiselle Arlington ; what was the 
reason they had quitted the house in 
Which I left fawn ; and to what part 
*of Paris they -were removed ? I am 
sorry, he replied, (the word sorry 
Mrudk to my heart) I am sorry that I 
should be obliged to acquaint your Lord* 
ship with tidings that wifl afflict ydu. My 
trembling increased ; I 'bade 'him &o 
on, in a voice hardly articulate. The 

X-ady. 
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Lady you enquire after lias beem dead 
upwards, of.. three years, and- Made-. 

mojseUe l\a$ since that time Then 

itisnot,my child* ipy Annanette, that 
is dead, (cried I j praised be the gra- 
cious decrees ,of providence — it is not 
my child, my Annanette Why do* 
you. not proceed? forgetting I had 
interrupted him— why do you not tell 
me with whom my Annanette has taken 
ref uge?. He. bagged niy pardoh-; be 
said he was. gqing to inform me, that 
ever since that time, Mademoiselle : had 
been in the Duke de Deni's family, the 
Duelled herself having carried her 
home to the palace immediately on the . 
death of her mother, and, for any 
thing he knew to the contrary, she 
was still there, thpugh the Duchess, 
had been dead more than ten months* 

I now 
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I iu*r felt as if the weight of a 
mountain had bjeen taken from my 
breast, . The grief I should at ! any- 
other time have experienced for the 
fate of pootf Arlington, was swal- 
lowed up in the certainty • that my 
darling was still alive; that she was 
under the protection of a relation, who; 
without knowing -himself such, had 
treated her with affection ; that I should 
again hold her in my arms-, and see 
her established in a state of affluence . 
. — a state of independence. 

I 'Was resolved now to acfcndwledge 
her — to settle my whole fortune on 
this cliUd of my adoption, arid never 
to lose sight of her more till'! liad fixed 
her in the World. — Blank !— blank ! — 
blank ! all these hopes^ill ttiesV re^ 
solves. 

To- 
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To a mmdlongopprosed by ladness, 
how astonishing the operation of com-* 
fort, how ttnnlgthfe emotions, howsud* 
den its tnfluenee!— -With what electrical 
swiftness it enters our souls! From ex- 
perience I make this, observation.; I 
felt it all 6a being told my dear child 
was in safety; My feelings of pain 
and pleasure were never guided by me— 
ttiocrityi I haw been destined tt) sus- 
tain all th# shocks, all die smiles of 
fortune,' in her most fickle huinoiwv 
like an infant wanting the strength of 
reason to conduct his passions. The 
exaltation of my spirits was so great/ 
that it-elevated me to a degree of false 
vigour j I even ceased to rein eta ber the 
fatigues, the horrors, fttoin which I had> 
but just escaped ; or, if they glanced 
by ; me, the tecolleetirin served me only 
to sweeten the joys of expectation. 

As 
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As sqob as I; had given a decent ap- 
pearance fepmy person* wrtb a Iigb£; 
&eart and cheerful countenance, I drove 
to the Palace de Deal, pleasing myself 
ori the way with* the imaginary surprize 
of the Duke, with the transports of my 
Aanarcette* when the former should 
have received a kote I dispatched to 
sigarfy my arrival, and to say he jnightf 
instantly expect me f for A at I should 
not wait the return of my messenger. 
I observed this caution, cm finding; my 
death was so firmly believed; in France, 
that my family had all gone through 
the* common forms of mourning on the 
occasion. I admired the all- gracious 
the? inscrutable way & of Heaven; I 
adotcdr its decrees; I. said to myself, 
in the exta,tic gratitude of my soul, 
My God, I mn oppressed \vith thy di- 
vine goodness! thou hast lifted me 

from 
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from the. dark vale of misfortune* I 
shall never again be afflicted. This 
was my ejaculation as I entered the hall 
of the Palace.de. Deni; nor was I ever: 
less prepared than at that moment to 
combat with disappointments severer, 
than any I had yet experienced, A sur- 
ly porter, as I was going, without ce-' 
remony, to the inner apartments, asked 
liiy name. I tpld him I was the Count 
Aluredus. His countenance dropt the 
air of command it had before assumed ; 
and, bowing low, he informed me, the 
Duke bad been some days at his coun- 
try villa, from whence he was not ex- 
pected to return till the latter end of 
the week following. But whereis Ma- 
demoiselle Arlington ? I hope, said I, 
hastily, she too has not left Paris. I came, 
to my place but last night, he replied; 
I hardly know a single name in the 

hou6c; 
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house; but I suppose, ihy Lord, the 
person you enquire -for. is within: theje 
is a Lady, continued he, who, I am 
told, governs the Duke's family; and 
ktst now I received her orders to , ad- 
mit the Count Aluredus, though an 
hour before her commands were, that 

V t 

she would see no company. This was 
enough — transporting intelligence ! it 
could be no other than my beloved ; 
^ho else could it be that governed in 
'the. Duke's family? I would not wait 
for a servant to conduct me ; I flew to 
the late Duchess's apartment, which I 
concluded was now occupied by my 
Aluredus — I knew she would be impa- 
tiently expecting me, and that my sud- 
den appearance, though unannounced, 
would not alarm her. As I thre>v ppen 
the door, my paternal arms 'extended 
to receive her- I started back with an 
vol iu jc exclamation 
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exclamation of surprize, on being sa* 
luted by a young handsome woman, . 
of a coquettish aspect ; and in a studied 
dishabille, which had more in it of shew 
than taste or elegance. As she step- 
ped forward to receive me, she Could 
£ot but observe my embarrassment. I 
did not immediately enter into her 
character ; I supposed she might be 
some acquaintance ofAnnanette's, whom 
the Duke had engaged, to prevent her 
being quite alone in his absence. Un- 
der this supposition I so far got the 
Jbetter of my visible mortific&tion, w 
to meet her advances with civility. I 
beg your pardon, Madam, (said I, in 
some confusion) for* so abruptly in- 
truding on your privacy ; I thought to 
have found no company in Mademoi- 
selle Arlington's apartment ; and my 
impatience to see that dear child, after 

~an 



*m absence of six years, will, I presume, 
be admitted an excuse for the rudeness 
I have undesignedly committed. Ex* 
ctise, my dear Count, there needs- nd 
apology, replied she, (with an easy as* 
*ured air) apologies are quite unneces- 
sary ; I should be the most ungrateful 
creature on earth, not to receive as the 
iughest honour, a visit from the bro- 
ther of my friend. I was so astort ishcd 
at these incomprehensible words, aftd 
the levity with which she delivered 
them, that I was unable to speak, and 
could think of nothing but the impro- 
priety Annaaiette had shewn in the 
choice of a companion.— For the first 
time in my life I fought her faulty, 
&nd felt a degree of anger at her con- 
duct, that Wouid liave Jcept me sikmtj 
had this flimsy talkative coquette given, 
me an ^ppotfunRy to be otherwise, 

k 2 Nobody 
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Nobody, continued she, with a de* 
testable leer, could rejoice more than I 
did, when I received your note this 
morning — Your brother, Count, keeps 
no secret from me, which will. explain 
why I happened to be the first of the 
family who had the good fortune to 
hear of your return. All the world 
have thought you dead and buried an 
age ago ; but I had a presentiment, 
your billet contained agreeable tidings, 
ieven before I hroke the seal. 

■ » r , 

* • -• **~ 

Great Heaven ! what were my feel^ 
ings whilst she ran on at this rate~the 
brother of my friend — your brothet 
keeps no secret fnyn me-*-the first of 
the family acquainted with my return ! 
— What expressions were 'fherie \ What 
was I t6 suppose ? My re&ntitoenfc to 
Annanette wlas inflahied^ I lookeid ofi 
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ier as a poor undone girl ; but my re-^ 
sentment .was ten tijnes greater to the 
Duke de Deni, who had- placed my 
once innocent lamb in the power of 
this destructive wanton- — the slave -of 
his criminal pleasures. That she was 
his mistcessy his declared .mistress, 
would not admit ' a doubt ; she had 
even dared to shock my ear with boast* 
ing of those honours she enjoyed by 
prostitution.. • I was, in my own mind/ 
folly convinced my lost Alurediis was- 
still in this fatal house ; yet my rage 
burnt with such violence, at her con-r 
descending to live under the same roof 
with the Jille de jpye of a man who 
called? himself ^he^^rotectQr, th^t- I 
formed the sudden* rosplutioii.of going 
away without peeing, ,of». so much as 
asking fpr h$r. x -l arosei ,in an agony 
Blot to; bedpscrl^f), jaujd, ^ithjout ],ook^- 
. ■.-! K 3 ing, 
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ing towards the wretch before me, made 
to the door. Here I stopped ; the idea 
of my dearest sister glided through my 
soul ; inethoiight she seemed to chide 
my impetuossity ; methought she bade 
me return, and save her daughter, 
— to save her at least from further infa- 
my. I could not resist the pleadings 
of this imaginary vision, or rather the 
dictates of my own relenting tender- 
ness, which a momentary reflection on 
her much-loved mother had nearly 
raised to its former standard. Madam, 
said I> turning hastily back, and taking 
the chair I had just quitted, I do not 
enquire on what footing jtm preside in 
my brother 9 family, or by what right 
you presume on liberties unbecoming 
any character but that of a, married 
woman ; nay, often not permitted eyen 
to a wife. — The late Duchess would 
•at have opened a note directed to the 

Duke 
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Dn&e de Deni ; but that at preseut iV 
Qot my business with you — my com«- 
mands a**e, that you -instantly go and 
bring to f my presence Mademoiselle 
Arlington, to whom my visit was in- 
tended. I mean to take her from a 
companion and situation, which the- 
ia-eedoms, you have given yourself, and 
to whi$h you seem to suppose you are 
entitled, has not raadt ijae think uoex- " 
ceptionable for a young lady of honour- 
ed distinction, who has her own repu- 
tation and that of **neb1& family tp- 
support. , •„ - - 

The creature did not appear at all 
hurt by my reproaches. She toki m?, 
with aa easy assurance, that she did 
not apprehend the Duke was to account 
for his actions to any man; and, for 
her own part, she would submit Ber's 

k4 to 
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to no authority but that of her hofy 
confessor. Woman, (said I, interrupt- 
ing her, with a haughty imperious ac- 
cent) I ask not any account of thee 
or of thy actions. I trouble myself 
with neither — those of a brother, who 
has injured me in the tenderest point* 
"who has made the child of my adop- 
tion the companion of a prostitute, 1 
cannot behold with the same indiffe- 
rence — go, (continued I fiercely) this 
moment fetch the poor deluded Anna- 
nette, or shew me the room into which 
she has retired to avoid my just up- 
braidings— do this, or I swear by the 
Almighty, thou shalt not, even in the 
house of thy infatuated keeper, find 
protection from my vengeance. 

I believe it was more owing to the 
determined manner in which I spoke, 

. . than 



AXUREDV& SO* 

than from any real fear which she en* 
tertained that I should execute my: 
threats, in a place where she command- 
ed with absolute uncontroul^-but. 
whatever was the motive, for the first 
time, she appeared rather intimidated* 
and desired I would permit her to de- 
fend herself against ah accusation of 
which she" waa entirely innocent* 
though she-saw with concern the suppo- 
sition > of her being, otherwise, left her 
little-hopes of removing my prejudice/ 
or lessening my anger,. I made her no > 
answer; I : was ^meditating whether it 
might not be best to • hear what she 
had to say,, before I saw Annanette, the 
better to judge what sort of reception; 
she was entitled to, or- whether I should ! 
insist on my former orders being ; 
obeyed, and take . her away without 
troubling myself about a tale which, it : 

k5 was> 
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-was more than probable, % this bad wo- 
man would invent to answer some se- 
cret purpose. Before I coufci deter- 
&in£, she, taking my silence for a 
permission to proceed, did not wait for 
any other. — I see, my Lord, on what 
score my presence is hateful to you— I 
am, in your opinion, ah improper friend 
for Mademoiselle Arlington; you are 
afraid by my example her morals arQ 
corrupted — you are sure she is at this 
very time under the Duke ? s protection 
— you 'think she is an inmate in his fa- 
mily; but, Count, you are deceived; 
I honoured Mademoiselle's virtues^ 
without aspking to her friendship, ex- 
cept by rendering her such services as 
even you must approve, whedl.have 
informed you of their nature. I had 
now no inclination to interrupt her, 
and she proceeded:— When Mademoi- 
selle 
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seVle was brought hither by my late 
tady, (for I had the bonour to servp 
the .Duchess in quality of her first wo+ 
man) at that time being innocent my* 
self, the extreme affliction under which 
I saw Mademoiselle, both for the death 
of her mother, as well -as for the uti* -' 
certainty of your fete, my Lord, was 
so great, that it pierced my heart; and" 
her melancholy had such an effect on 
me, that I have often, wept in private 
over the reflection of he* sorrows. — *I ; 
felt myself much agitated, much infce* 
rested, but was still silent. — — -Made* ,-. 
moiselle, my Lord, notwithstanding 
the; Duke and Duchess treated her as .' 
their ojrn daughter, was always so 
sweetly condescending to her inferiors, 
that it was impossible for me to avoid 
loving, and wishing to serve her. My 
Lady had not been dead three months, 

k 6 when.* 
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when an opportunity offered of my 
serving her essentially. You, Count, 
who have been so many years absent, 
can form no idea of the delicacy of 
Mademoiselle's sentiments ; but I saw 
that it would be impossible she should 
survive the slightest tarnish her . cha- 
racter could receive. The Duke de 
Den is age, together with her consider- 
ing him as a father, rather than in any 
other light, made her, my Lord, see no 
impropriety in granting his request, 
that she would not leave this palace, at 
least till somejaecessary affairs, in con- 
sequence of the will you had left, were 
settled in her favour. I was. the first 
to perceive the danger of her situation; 
her honour was dear to me, because 
I saw her happiness depended on its 
preservation, and I became the guar- 
dian of that honour so precious to her, 

at 
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at the risque of forfeiting my own in- 
terest in a place of great emolument* 
Perhaps, my. Lord, you may mistake 
my meaning; thoughvit is in vain 
to deny on what footing I at preseht 
live with your brother, yet I solemnly 
declare, the Duke, aa I belieVe, h&d- 
never so much as once turned his eye , 
towards. nie r as long as this house was 
the residence of Mademoiselle Arling? 
ton. 7— What, cried I, and is not my 
Annanette under this detested roof? — 
Oh ! « if thou hast been the preserver of 
her honour, I am nolonger thy enemy ; 
I will adore thee as the saviour of my 
peace — but did my brother — speak, 
Madam — could my brother — my soul 
shudders till you ease my mind of sus- 
picions not to be borne. — 

I understand* 
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• I understand you, my Lord ; hut 
though your doubts are not with- 
out foundation, yet the Duke may 
claim some indulgence on the score. 
o£ . 

Hold, Madam, I will he the judge of 
that when I have heard you to an end; 
hut, before you speak again on any 
subject, tell me in two word*— -Is my 
child in a place of safety ?— -was virtue 
the companion of her flight? 

That the purest virtue, my Lord* 
accompanied her from hence, my life, 
my soul, shall answer — farther! can- 
not inform you. 

Enough, and yet methinks I could 
listen to thee for ever — my child, my 

dear 
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dear child, is virtuous ; praised be Hea- 
ven that she is virtuous — but h&t 
comes if you know not her destina- 
tion? 

• 

Mademoiselle, my Lord,, did not 
acquaint me with her intentions;* she 
was sensible of my friendship, in tak* 
ing the bandage from her eyes; but 
would not involve me in the Duke's 
displeasure, by accepting mv assist- 
ance to futther her escape I did 
n&t, my Lord, even know the hour or 
the clay, she had fixed on for the ac- 
complishment of her design; and, 
though the Duke Jias since used every 
possible endeavour to . find out the 
place of her concealment, he has not 
yet been successful. 

Blessed! 
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Not; my Ixri by a open crafts-* 
itoo, (replied she; but MatitmoiscUe 
w» very sensible at the end of his 
third- month of widowhood, that his 
affection for her person was not of that 
disinterested nature which she had be- 
lieved 




„> 
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• 

iieved it to be in the, life : time . of his 
Duchess. -^How came you> Madam*, 
(returned I) to know the suspicions she 
entertained? .. , 

w • ■» 

. i 

• With a flood of tears, my. Lord, She 
confessed them to me; when for her 
security I ,tfas obliged to* add to her 
alarms by communicating my ow* 
doubts, which almost amounted to cer- 
tainty; and which made her determine 
to fly far from his pursuit; she left be- 
hind all the valuable presents the Duke 
had given her with profusion, $nd even 
those she had received from the 
Duchess. 

How - at that moment did I glory 
in my Aluredus. I asked my informer 
how the news of her flight was receiv- 
ed by the Duke. I thought, answered 

' she>/ 
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she, he would have gone distracted for 
some weeks after her elopement; but, 
at length, my assiduities moderated 
his affliction ; and I did not think my- 
self unfortunate in being the instru- 
ment to draw off his attention from the 
remembrance of Mademoiselle Arling- 
ton. That young Lady (continued 
she, with a harlot s smile) was so ex- 
ceedingly beautiful, so very amiable,. 
to uncommonly engaging, ssrely, my 
Lord, your brother's fault lessens as 
we consider the temptation—lie had; 
loved her from infancy as a father. 
Ah ! mv Locd, how easy the transition 
from one degree of love to another! 
No more of this, Madam, said I; a* 
the preserver of my child s honour, you 
have a claim on my gratitude, and 
*kall not lose the reward of a good ac- 
tipa; Heaven itself will balance it 

against 
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against others you may have commit* 
ted that are not unexceptionable; but,, 
for .the man who would have despoiled 
me of a treasure, on which he knew my 
heart reposed — which, in a manner, I 
had intrusted to his guardianship— 
with that man my spul disclaims all 
friendship, all alliance — rather would 
I hug the rotten carcase of disease to 
my bosom, call it .friend and brother, 
than ever again acknowledge either of 
those titles, in the Bwke de Deni, whqs$. 
mind is .infected with the leprosy of 
.deceit, ingratitude, a»d vice. I do 
not tell you this, Madam, continued I, 
by way of expending in words any 
part of that resentment wUieh is the 
effect of injuries too great for pardon* 
even if humanity was almost endowed 
with the mercy of Omnipotence — I tell 
Jft you with a design that, he should not 

ha 
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bade her proceed. — The discovery I 
have made was the effect of .respect 
to your Lordship; - who I saw was so 
greatly shocked at your first appears 
fcnce, ,and of compassion for Made*- 
moiselle ArHngton-^-it occurred to me 
if you were acquainted with her real 
reason for leaving the Duke, you 
would for the future be less liable to 
impositions, or misled by false opinions, 
which might otherwise > limit your 
search after ;that amiable young Lady. 
As these were riiy motives, continued 
she, I hope Count, you will* have the 
goodness to conceal from whom you 
got . your intelligence-— was your bro- 
ther to know what- 1 have done, 1 he 
would .never forgive me ; I am con - 
Rented with my situation ; and, if : I- 
am guilty of a crime in wishing to be 
-continued in it, Heaven is merciful, 

and 
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and I have years enough before me for 
repentance ; I shall tell the Duke you 
have been here ; I shall tell him that 
ton n*y informing you Mademoiselle 
was gone nobody knew whither, you 
had solernnly vowed never to see or 
hear from hint again. Will this do, 
my good Lord* or is it necessary, in 
rendering you a service, I should dis- 
please my protector, and for ever for- 
feit his favour ? 

I said* she might do as she pleased ; 
that she had 1 nothing lo fear ou my 
part ; that I should bear about my 
wrongs in silence as long as, by her 
management, she could keep the Duke 
from molesting me with his presence. 
— She engaged to use her best endea- 
vours to obey my directions; and I 
took my' leave, if not the most miser- 
able, 
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able, the most disappointed of human 
beings. The most miserable I could 
not call myself. God Almighty had 
snatched my child from pollution : he 
had not permitted her degenerate uncle 
to add the horrid 'crime of incest to 
his catalogue of offences. 

When I turned towards the gloomy 
prospect of complicated evils that 
threatened the evening of ltiy days 
with* storms and tempest, I should 
have thought myself excluded from 
every gleam of comfort ; but when I 
considered how much more wretched 
I might have been, how very .narrowly 
I had escaped a misfortune which would 
have driven me to 'madness, my griefs 
became more supportable, and I was 
happy by comparison. 

After 
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After this fatal vkit to the Palace dc 
Deai, I staid but one night in Pari*. 
I could not suppose my child had con- 
cealed herself so near the enemy of 
her soul. I sought, her in the envi- 
rons for several months, till my little 
stock of health and spirits were so 
much wasted, that I came to Mont- 
pcllier, in hopes to reinforce them 
enough to enable me to take a journey 
to vour country, having from the first 
appointed agents in both kingdoms to 

forward her discovery. Alas ! how 

like her fate to that of her beloved 
mother ! God forbid in all respects it 
should be similar. 

I am still determined to pursue my 
4irst intentions of going to England, 
when I see the least probability of my 
existence lasting out a journey which, 

at 
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at present, I am as incapable of un- 
dertaking, as if not yet released from 
the shackles of slavery. My phy- 
sicians, since I" dime here, have put 
me on a regimen of milk ; and I sub- 
mit to all the modes they can devise to 
prolong a life, which, it is yet possible, 
may be cheered with the sweet smiles 
of my d&rling Aluredus. I dread the 
return of the Duke de Deni from Mont- 
pellier ; weak as I am, I dare n ot trust my- 
self in the same place with him ; I would 
rather leave Paris at a moment's warn- 
ing, than run the risque of his forcing 
an admittance to my presence. My ser- 
vants informed mc he had been most 
days at my house to enquire, for me ; 
and I found many letters from him, 
waiting my arrival, which I have for- 
warded to him unopened. I begin to 
think he knew that 1 was at Montpel- 
vol ti. . l lier, 
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3ier, and came hither to persecute me ; 
if so I am fortunate in my escape — I 
1tave done with him for ever— was 
there a possibility of his being inno- 
cent, or even less guilty than he ap- 
pears to be by proofs inconsestable ; — 
was there a possibility, I repeat, of his 
ix-ing irtnocent, with what eagerness 
should I fly to meet his* brotherly ad- 
vances ! or less guilty than he really is> 
in such a case, all possible hope of a 
reconciliation may not have been cut 
off. Crimes )ike his, are not of a 
common complection ; it was not a 
common seduction he attempted ; the 
object of his vile passion, whose an- 
gelic purity he would have sullied — he 
would have humbled even to prostitu- 
tion — Mas the child of my love — the 
comfort of my life — the staff of my 
age ;— she was intrusted to his care in 



ALUitEIHJS. , 223 
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t»y absence, aiul was taught to look 
i*p to him for paternal support, for pa- 
ternal protection »;t— is not the nature ef 
his guilt stained with every aggravating 
•circumstance? 

f 

And now, my kmd friends, am I 
-come to that period which brings ijic' 

m 

-to the subject on which, in the begin- 
ning of my narrative, I bespoke yoiy 
assistance — yon will not reject my 
•^prayer- — I offer it in the confidence of 
assured friendship. -T-iShould death pre- 
vent me from accomplishing the jour- 
ney I meditate, to your qare I bequeath 
the completion of that only unper- 
formed action which would cause .me 
*o leave with regret a world, whose 
greatest charm it could ever boast for 
tine was, the certainty of quittiiigit for 
<u better at- the dud of my painful pii- 

• <r 2 primage 
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\At%\vn f an old man will do vou no 
harm ; mine will ever follow you, with 
all the energy of love, all the fervency 
*f devotion. 

LETTER 




A'X'TJR EDIT aft - 425' 



LETTER XIX. 



Lady Alice Sinclcar to the Countess of 

HassarcL 

Cavendish-Square, 

THANK you, dear Hassard, for 
your inimitable advice ; it is like your- 
self, the very quintessence of perfec- 
tion. I have followed your instruc- 
tions with as- little reluctance as a bash- 
ful maiden accepts a rich lover* -r-the 
married dame of fashion a Cicisbeo,— 
or, with which every woman follows 
^er own inclinations, I allow your 
Ladyship to be the first in the world 
: ■> i l 3 for 



for projection. I hope you will give 
mc equal credit for execution ; but I 
do not ask your approbation before 
I have acquainted you with all my 
maiirr uvito. I treasured up your pre- 
cious hints in my heart, till the little 
giddy affected coquette arrived in town, 
.because there might have been danger 
' in giving any friendly information to 
, the old woman, whilst her daughter 
continued ia the country. A thou- 
sand accidents might have brought 
them together; my fetter might have 
been produced, if for no other reason 
than to give the wise ^mother a title for 
scalding and- lectures. This MXtald 
have been an aukward circumstance 
enough ; one docs not like, you knqwy 
in matters like these, where one clnisefc 
to conceal one's name, to become the 
subject of tittle-tattle to ft parcel of 
iid bodies ; besides it might not have 

appeared 




appeared quite the thing to Lady Mor- 
tingtou, our amazing intimacy consi* 
dered. My apparent motive was vastly 
laudable, and ought to gain me her ac- 
knowledgments for my extreme care, 
of her deputation, yet I will lay my 
life, stupid as she is, she would have 
discovered the contrivance.. 

• • • r 

It was^ monstrously provoking, that 
I dared not *ti:us( to any person tlife 
transcribing this charming letter; it 
vent in my own hand, though dis- 
guised as much, as possible. I hate to 
confide in servants ;. and,, rather than, 
the SeJ wins should not have it, I submit- 
ted to. be my own amanuensis. —Those 
prodigious good sort of old-fashioned 
people, who, without moving from the 
smoke, of their, own chimnies, sit round 
• their Christmas fij ; e, nodding their wise 

, l4 heads 
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heads at each other, and railing at 
those who understand the art of living 
better than they do, * are easily thrown 
out of thdr bias ; they are alarmed and 
frightened to death, if they think a 
daughter of their heavy, tottering, 
ivy-grown, unmpdern mansion, is verg- 
ing one inch beyond the straight line 
which they call prudence ; a line on 
which it has been ever the boast and 
glory of such odd folks, that all their 
females have walked steadily from ge- 
neration to generation, without turn- 
ing their stiff necks on the right hand 
or on the left. By what I have heard 
from Alicia, her mother is Just such a 
piece of clock-work; and, if I have 
not wound her up to my purpose, lam 
much mistake tr. The least I expect 
from my machinations is, that the flirt- 
ing Countess will receive Madam SeU 

win's 
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winV positive commands to avoid Der- 
went, who, • entre nous, is come home 
a thousand times mpre irresistible than 
ever in my eyes ; you know he has . 
been always irresistible, or why my un- 
conquerable aversion to Alicia ? Now, . 
I suppose, the mother's commands will : 
be enforced by threats of papa, hus- 
band, and so' forth : you understand , 
me, Lady Hassard. Can any thing be 
more natural than my conjectures? 
Well, but after all, for I do not take - 
obedience to be in the catalogue of 
Lady Mortington's weaknesses ; after r 
all, should she prove refractory, why, . 
am I not still her bosom friend ? Yes ;. . 
and I will take friendly care that she 
shall have few opportunities of enter- 
taining Derwent in private. They . 
have not hitherto met ; she has gone 
but seldom into public ; she is a com- 

lS plete 
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plete mistress of those. forms necessary 
to a woman of fashion. Thjs I must 
confess in hef fas our ; and I know she' 
would rather be imprisoned a whole 
month in her own apartment, than for- 
feit her pretensions to delicacy, by.not 
appearing to the world amazingly fa- 
tigued -with the immense journey of a 
hundred^and twenty miles j performed 
only in tire short space q£. three days* 
I share as muck of my dear friendV re- 
tirement as I can possibly spare from 
the business of life. If pleasure is not . 
our business, to what purpose do ,we 
live ? Alicia knows- my. tastei, and does 
not insist on lny evenings ; my morn- 
ings I have given up without reluc- 
tance, from this one simple considera- 
tion, that I cannot spend them more 
agreeably or more usefully than in the 
circles , of this new-coined Countess, 

The 



. ALUREBUS. 231 

The whole town are crowding her 
drawing-room; novelty,— novelty, all 
the world are. mad after novelty. If 
Ave happen to be a moment alone, that 
moment is devoted to giving and re- 
ceiving, from each other a, thousand 
assurances of everlasting. friendship. - I 
consult her on any little matters that 
come in< my- way;, and I have some- 
times had the ingenuity to frame others, 
, wherf my stock of trifles have been ex-r 
haustcd, purposely to convince her my 
heart was incapable of concealment to 

so dear a friend. Now, you know, 

should she limit, her confidence to me, 
certainly she must be the most un- 
grateful of all confidants. There is; 
but one subject on which. I fear her re<-. 
' serve, or would give a pin for her cori-* 
Science";'. perhaps she may cheat- my e^ 
pectations ; but. I will • forgive her, if 

^6 she 
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she eludes my vigilance. I have Ao 
patience, that now she is married^ she 
will not keep herself to herself. I think 
she might be contented with her Lord 
and his castle, without pushing her 
face on the world, to disturb the ho- 
nest endeavours of us single girls; who 
are all dying for the lover she jilted* 
I never knew Derwent the Slave but 
of one folly — his attachment to this in- 
significant ; whatjeharms does she pos- 
sess which are not to be. found much 
more perfect in people vastly her supe- 
riors by birth, wit, fortune, beauty, 
figure, and polite knowledge? infa- 
tuation must have hood-winked his 
judgment, I will never believe the con- 
trary. The world has nothing in its 
power so valuable to bestow as would 
bribe me not to be present at their first 
interview ; — it will probably be next 

Thursday 
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Thursday at Cornelly's, wfyere she in- 
tends to exhibit all her finery. She is 
monstrously false; for, notwithstand- 
ing my unremitting endeavours to 
make her confess she still loves Der- 
went, I can get er to acknowledge no 
such thing ; yet she does love him I am 
positive ; but when I tell her so, she 
laughs, shews her white te^h, and 
makes such odd answers, that I am of- 
ten in an absolute passion at her teaz- 
ing stupidity. I am not ta be duped ; 
she is far behind the mark, if she 
thinks to simper me out of my suspi- 
cions;, my senses are all alive, and 
shall all be employed to blast her ex- 
pectations. I shall leave you, to dress 
for Lady T 's assembly. Adieu. 



CONTINUATION. 
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CONTINUATION".' 

Late as I return, I snatch aip my pen 
to tell your Ladyship, I looked di* 
vindy, to tell you I have seen and 
talked to Derwent. — — Ah, Lady Has- 
sard ! he is- the most enchanting crea* 
ture.in the universe — so polite, so at* 
tentive to me; — not a word, a singlo 
word, of Lady Movtington. I was re- 
solved to try of what mettle his heart 
was formed — I mentioned her name, 
and said, 'her Ladyship's indisposition 
had prevented her* appearance that 
evening.. What think, you was his 
answer, spoka too with an air as if 
he had not heard me ? hut thathetlid 
hear, me is positive. "L nevety" Lady. 
Ann, saw an assembly more brilliant; 
h it possible there can be a beauty of; 
any consequence in Britain, who has 
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jHOt contributed her .whole stock o£ 
charms to form the lovely circle? 
What a. collection of faces ; it may put 
any other country to the blush, at the 
advantage we have over them*- — -Dear 
Lady,Hassard, how sweet,, how polity, 
how elegant, the general qonipliment— - 
it cost me a sigh- — I sighed that it. was 
not more particular. I will not despair 
^~i£ his heart is .{eally disentangled 

. from its former, thraldrom, my glass 
tells me I shall have as. good a chance 
as another ; but I must first get them 

, .together before I can form any certain 
idea of my success ; I will watch every 
,word, every look, every turn in the 
countenance of either, and direct ray 
.motions accordingly. If I do not suc- 
ceed, if I am destined to the mortifi- 
cation, of seeing myself slighted, or re- 
garded with indifference by Perwent, 
/ hea? 



/ 
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hear jthe resolution I have taken : I 
wflt stay here just long enough to draw 
down the calumny of a busy world on 
the head of my rival — join in their con- 
demnation — rbe the loudest in my cen- 
sures on her conduct; and, having 
primed the whole town in scandal, 
shall leave them to fire on the enemy, 
and march off, to spend the remainder 
of my unsuccessful campaign in your 
quarters. I am not the first brave ge- 
neral who has come off second best in 
springing a mine, or besieging a for- 
tress. I am persuaded you will receive 
me in my humiliating fall from glory ; 
but pray tell me, shall we run no risque 
of being annoyed by the churl your 
husband ? 1 hope he will not for- 
ever continue obdurate ; I wish de- 
voutly he would take a fancy to any 
of the young flirts about town, who 

would 
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would jump at a coronet; some no- 
body like Alicia Selwin ; such an event 
— and the rest follows of course. Adieu, 
uiy dear; know me for the friend who 
never could or will forsake you, and 
who hopes to see you once more ad- 
vanced to your former splendour. 



;<' 
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LETTER XX. 



Lord Ikrxtnt to Sir Philpk ffcsU 

HiB-itreet» 

X* ORTUNE has been too severe ; I 
could almost forgive her first offence, 
but could quarrel with her fqr the last 
jade's tricks she played me. No sooner 
have I given over whining for a false 
mistress, than this same jilting deity 
finds out other modes to torment me. 
She has ribbed me of a valuable friend. 
I regret your absence, my dear West, 
I regret it exceedingly ; I never stood 1 

mor£r 
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more in need of your sensible advice,, 
your lively humour ; the one would 
have assisted me in the management of 
my affairs, the other might have been 
my resource against a melancholy 
which at times oppresses me sadly. I 
, shall always honour the memory of. my 
father ; I shall always think of his, 
goodness to me, not with that kind of 
sentiment which generally attends an, 
heir just taking possession, but with the 
real sorrows of. an affectionate son, 
who looks back on a thousand instan- 
ces of paternal tenderness,, with reve- 
rence and gratitude. Whilst I pre- 
serve in my own bosom a never-ceasing 
remembrance of th(? obligations I have 
to him, I mean not ta be ostentatious 
in my griefs ; I would rather conceal 
than expose them. I do more; I 
Study to recover njy usual cheerfulness ; 

. I shuk 
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I shun retirement, mix in public as- 
semblies* and am already looked upon 
by the world as- a- follower of its cus- 
toms, which are, I find, to lose the 
idea of our friends- as soon as their re- 
mains are safely deposited, $ am not, ,. 
however* obliged to the world fot flat- 
tering my politeness at tlte expence of" 
my feelings ; that it is polite to ba- 
irish soitow, or, what may be more pro- 
perly called the appearance of sorrow; 
will not admit a. doubt., I. could give : 
you a striking instance of this truths* 
such an instance — but ought J to ex- 
pose my mother ? Let me reflect a mo* 
meat — yes, I will tell you; why 
should I endeavour to conceal from . 
jou.an impropriety with, which I dare- 
answer, half the town are acquainted, , 
without seeing it in the same light that 
I do j what would shock a son, might 

pass 



pass unnoticed, or, perhaps, be set 
down to the account of fortitude, by 
an unconcerned spectator. . 

When I arrived in London^ my dear 
father had been, consigned* to his peace* 
ful grave, one whole week, or, according 
to the calendar of our modern dowagers, 
seven long days. I was dispirited with 
ray recent loss, sick with crossing the 
water in a severe storm, and tired to 
death by a journey which I had posted 
from Momtpellier for the sake of ex- 
pedition. In this situation I reached 
St. JamcsVsquare ; it was about half 
an hour after nine in the evening. Be- 
fore I came up to the house an atch ? * 
men t over the door informed me, I wa| 
too late for the purpose' which had 
hastened me home. I did not expect to 
find my mother in the deepest affliction, 

nor 
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nor did I think my presence was abso- 
lutely necessary to her happiness; how- 
ever, it was my duty not to neglect a 
moment in presenting myself to her, 
•and I did it without even waiting to 
•change my dress*. I passed the ^porter 
without speaking ; I was so struck at 
my first entrance, that, for a moment, 
I had lost the power of speech ; lie 
knew me ; I returned his 4ow salute, by 
moving my hat, and proceeded to my 
mother's dressing-room, beckoning the 
servants in waiting, that I would nei- 
ther be announced or followed; my 
visit Mas. not of ceremony ; common 
forms were, therefore, unnecessary. 
Guess, dear West, guess, if you caw, 
my astonishment, when, having gently 
•opened the door half way, my mo- 
•thefs voice broke upon my ear, ex- 
<cluimin.g, in a loud key, against her iJt 

kick 
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luck at being loo VI with ace, king, and 
two other trumps. Petrified with sur- 
prize, I knew not what to do, whether 
to turn back or to go forwards ; the 
recollection of my dear father made 
me determine on the former ; but my 
-mother hearing the lock turn, her eyes 
were drawn towards the door ; she got 
a. glimpse of my face; the cards dropt 
from her hands; she flew towards me ; 
she .caught me in her arms; her head 

fell upon my shoulder, and . I 

will go no feather ; the scene was too 

Vrdiqutaus. God forgive me ; but I 

could, not h£lp thinking that it would 

he much more natural to put her tears 

<lown to the account of .losing her game, 

rather than her husband ; if I am too 

severe, if I err against the respect.. I 

.owe niy mother, reflect. on, what Lowe 

; the .memory of my beloved father, 

and 
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and the fault, if a fault I have com- 
mitted, will diminish bv this interest" 
ing reflection. Her Ladyship was im- 
portunate with itie to make my appear- 
ance to her visitors ; she had none with 
her but friends, she said; friends, 
whose goodness inclined them to waste 
their time in trying to divert iier me- 
lancholy. You may suppose I did not 
comply with a request of this, nature ; 
she finding it impossible to prevail, 
returned to her company, and I retired 
to my old apartment in a disposition 
better imagined than described.. I 
am now, Sir Philip, settled in a house 
of my own, in Hili-street ; I made the 
purchase of Hinchman, furnished as 
it stood when you saw it, and g&od 
enough in all conscience for a bache* 
lor ; nor do I think I shall ever have 
occasion for a better on the score of 

matrimony. 
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matrimony. When the campaign is" 
ended, and yon return to England, 
repair hither, and heighten alt ray en- 
joyments* by partaking them ; we will 
live together in blessed singleness, the 
envy of more than half the husbands 
. in this metropolis ; if ever we find our- 
selves in the way of temptation, a round 
of visits to such married families as I 
can lead you will restore us to our 
senses, or the Devil is stronger than I 
suspect— -Lady Mortingtonis in town; 
her pert friend Lady Alice Siaclear 
officiously began a conversation about 

her the other evening at Lady T s 

assembly; I baulked her ill-natured, 

* 

ill-mannered expectations, by pretend- 
mg not to hear what she said : I saw 
Iter vile design, and resolved to mortify 
her : nothing could do it so effectually 
as my silence and inattention to the 
v$l. ii, • m subject; 
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subject ; but for tliis single reason, I 
could, believe me I could have talked 
of Lady Mortington with the self-same 
indifference as I could have done of 
any other woman. 

It is much more difficult to think 
•than speak with indifference ; yet even 
this I have accomplished ; I shall nei- 
ther seek or avoid a renewal of her 
Ladyship's acquaintance ; I adore her 
sister Lady Nelson ; she is the best, 
the most amiable of her sex ; for her 
sake then, wherever I meet Lady Mor- 
tington she shall receive those civili- 
ties from me, which, by her late beha- 
viour, she lost all claim to on her own 

account. By whatever is most dear 

and valuable to me, I swear, I would fly 
the kingdom rather than meet her again, 
if J could not see her without danger; 

tout, 



^ 
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but, secure in a thorough knowledge 
of my heart, I set danger at defiance, 
and have no fears" of a relapse: — —I 
•would have you forget every thing I 
said about Alicia in my first lettdr from 
Paris ; it was written without conside- 
ration, in the lieat of resentment, the 
rage of disappointed passion, and, per- 
haps too, of disappointed pride. Shew 
toe the man who would not have Felt 
himself hurt, putting love out of the 
question, to beiJeft by his mistress for 
such a rival as Mortiiigton ; shew mo 
the man, and I will pronounce him to 
•want the decent vanity common to 
human nature. The setotmrents T etf- 
pressed to Vou at ihe 'moment I Was 
informed of licfdb^tion, I now'cUsa- 
voW ; honour <tf!iufl ever dictate i"ny 
actions ; h&hfouf w/is not consulted in 

n <2 ' »■;■■•• my 
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my first determination : so far from 
endeavouring to disturb her married 
happiness, I should hate myself as a 
villain, could I even look with desire 

on the wife of another. Whilst I 

was in France, I took pains to form 
two or three different attachments, 
not of a durable nature, but they ax»- 
swered my design, restored me to 
.gaiety, served to while? away my , time, 
and put me into better humour with 
myself, consequently with the wqild, 
which, Misanthrope-like, I was begin- 
ning to turn piy back upon in a pet of 
discontent If, in this place, I .give 
you a whimsical, unsought-far advep- 
ture, do me die justice not to think 
the repetition is meant to gratify my 
own vanity, but merely to make you 
smile. ., 

The 
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The Duke cle Deni is unexception- 
able* the most polite* engaging, and af- 
fable of men; he did me the honour 
to distinguish me by a thousand kind- 
nesses; his palace was my home; I have 
told you before, he would not allow 
ftie to think of any other; I delighted 
in his conversation; afed we lived to- 
gether, like father and son, on terms 
of the strictest intimacy, ■ When first 
our acquaintance commenced, he was* 
much disordered by an unfortunate 
breach between himself and. the Count 
Alureduv his only brother ; myfiriend 
was certainly very highly injured; and 
the Count must be obstinate beyond 
conviction : but this is not to my 
story. • =■!-..:. 

I omitted nothing in my power, to 
draw the Duke from that gloom by 

M 3 whigh 
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which I found him oppressed, and had 
the satisfaction to see my endeavours: 
successful. }le prevailed on me to put 
offtny intended tour to Italy, and en- 
gaged me to accompany him to Mont- 
pellier. In our way thither, he pro- 
posed our spending a week with Lorrf 
Banswick, ah Engliah nobleman, who, 
on account of an impaired Constitu- 
tion, has lived twenty year* in the 
South of France. Lord Banswick is & 
widower, with three daughters; wbea- 
I have said the persons of these Jadie* 
are barely tolerable, I have said all that 
truth wiH admit The good old maiv 
their father, sees them with the eye of * 
ridiculous partiality, and discovers ra 
them as many beauties as the most ela- 
borate painter can possibly bestow on 
the favourite piece of his imagination. 
Whilst we \vc4p upon this- visit, the 

■*■ i emotions. 



emotions of mirth which politeness 
obliged . n>e to suppress* have more 
than once,; by shifting it under a vio-? 
lent fit of coughing, been as near sencf- 
ing me Into the other woild,, as if I had 
been strangled with a halter under the. 
hands of -a common executioner. I 
c;oul,d not hear the infatuated father 
repeating k hundred times* a-day the 
appellations, . charming girls, lovely 
qreatures* sweet angels, without paying 
tills, sacrifice to folly. You know my 
humour; therefore, it is needless to r 
tell you I could toot be in the . house 
with charming girls, lovely creatures, 
and sweet angels, without giving them 
nelson to suppose I did not receive 
their civilities with ingratitude. I vow- 
to God, I never mentioned the wo/d 
love to either of the divinities; my re- 
turns to their many attentions, vrere 

u 4 dealt 
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Eefore I go farther in my own dc* 
fence, I must give you an idea of Lady 
Fannys character, such as it visibly 
appeared to be on my first arrival at 
Lord Danswick s. That I shall do, 
that you may not accuse her of any 
real sensibility, or me of wanting that 
tenderness which any other woman in 
her situation unaffected must have 
commanded. Lady Fanny had not a 
grain of real sensibility; an occurrence 
which happened in the family a few 
hours after we joined them confirmed 
me in this opinion ; the eye that could- 
look unmoved on the distressed ob- 
jects by which I saw her surrounded-, 
could not belong to a heart enriched 
with sensibility; if she can love, I will 
venture to say she can love only her- 
self. 1 will tell you, in veFy few 

words, ;why my aversion to her was 

unconquerable. 




mcofwjumble, A poor woman ex- 
pired at her frtheifa gate, an infant 
crying in her arms. She passed by at 
that moment ; and, whilst her father 
and sisters were giving directions of 
humanity, the flinty-hearted ereaturtf 
turned away, humfwing an affected air s 
— Tree, as I hope for mercy. Is thitf 
enoagh, or is it necessary to give yoii 
more of thia sweet angel ? The D u?ke, : 
who had observed the threatening 
atorm clearly as? myself th&nght as I 
did, ■ that we had best make our escape 
betfefre it broke over our heads, but was 
highly dive* ted at the serious light hi' 
which I saw so ludicrous an affair, ami 
rallied me without mercy.- We $oor* 
after signified- onr intention to tfektf 
leave, which was so strofcgly oppose*? 
by our kind host, that we could not 
refuse hiita anotlierday, Without giving 

m 6 hiiB 



£56 AIAJREDTJS. 

him great offence. Just as this matter 
was settled, the Ladies descended from 
their dressing-rooms. Lord Danswick 
told th^m of what he called his and. 
their misfortune, in not being able to 
make his. villa so agreeable to his 
friends/ as might prevail on them to 
honour it with their presence longer 
than till the next day. Lady Susan 
and Lady Margaret came forward, 
paid us their compliments, and said 
many civil things on the occasion; 
but my languishing Desdemona; con- 
found her romantic airs! — with a loud 
cry, that sounded in my ears like the 
croaking of a raven, in a pretended fit, 
sunk down on the floor. Was ever 
man in such an aukward situation ? 
the Duke and I i stood planet-struck, 
.gazing at each other ; but compassion 
to the good old Lord drew us* to her 

assistance; 
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assistance; and, as we were approach- 
ing, the Duke whispered in my ear, 
lifting up his hands** delicate di$tross! 
My torment would not recover, nor 
would I assist in . bearing -out . the 
corpse ; it was removed by servants to 
her own apartment, (with eveiy mark 
of rude health flourishing on her coun- 
tenance) followed by the chief mourn* 
ers of the family. Never more, as- 
long as I breathe, never wilt I apeak 
or look at an affected ugly coquette y 
these creatures are a thousand times 
more dangerous than a first-rate beau- 
ty. Despair makes the former despe- 
rate, whilst the latter,, conscious of 
her charms, and secure in their effect, 
takes no pains ; to draw in one poor 
fool, whp may possibly withstand or 
escape her attractions. I do aver, 
there is more safety in* making down- 

right 
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light love to the one, than asking the 
other how she does, saluting her with 
your hat, or offering her your snuff- 
box. Instead of consoling me, the 
Duke laughed so immoderately, that 
I expected the corpse and all woakt 
have returned to hare enquired the 
cause. I begged for Heaven's sake he 
would spare me at least trll we were 
fan-ly out of the house. I toH him I 
really was so ashamed of my own per- 
formance, that I could not stand' 
against his raillery. The more I talk- 
ed, the more serious I looked, the 
louder were his peals of laughter ; but- 
in the midst of this scene, when I was 
too much mortified either to laugh «r 
cry, a servant, . with great solemnity, 
informed me his Lord desired the ho- 
nour of speaking to me in the library. 
I could have gone to an execution with 

as 
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as little reluctance as I obeyed this- 
summons, having a strong presenti- 
ment why my company was requested. 
I could have treated the artful woman 
with the contempt she merited ; but to 
hurt the good mistaken father by re- 
fusing his dowdy daughter, was hurting 
myself, and I appeared before him in 
all the consciousness of a guilty confu- 
sion. Numberless apologies on the 
part of Lord Danswick ushered in the 
important subject He was just come 
from the chamber of his lovely amiable 
child ; she had confessed to him, that 
Lord Bromsgrove, by the most flatter- 
ing attentions, had found the way to 
her heart; that the grief of being as- 
sured he was about to leave the house, 
without declaring his intentions, had 
occasioned her sudden disorder. Con- 
found the witch ; what a charge was 

here ! 
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here ! I lost all patience ; I could hear 
no more. — I am sorry, my Lord, very 
sorry, that I should be the cause of 
any uneasiness to a person who has^ 
made me iiis debtor on the score of 
many civilities; but your Lordship 
must give me leave, in vindication of 
my own character, to assure you, what- 
ever Lady Fanny might think proper 
to alledge, that I am perfectly inno- 
cent of having shewn her any. particu- 
lar attentions; — sudi complaisance as 
a daughter of your Lordship's was en- 
titled to, she has received in common 
with the other Ladies of your family; 
my assiduities have not exceeded the 
bounds of respect ; upon my honour^ 
my Lord, they have not. He was too 
polite to push this matter further; butr 
said, he doubted not my honour or hu- 
manity; he was concerned his daugh- 
ter 
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ter had acted so foolishly; and was 
pleased to add, with great good hu- 
mour, that he regretted to give up all 
hopes of an alliance, which, if agreeable 
to me, would have made -him happy 
the remainder of his days. I bowed 
my acknowledgments ; it was impossi- 
ble to return a Verbal answer ; and ini- 
mediately we joined the Duke. I saw 
no more of the Divinities that evening; 
and the next morning by break of day, 
I thank Heaven, we turned our backa 
on their celestial abode. 

I am tired, miserably tired, of my 
subject; liking and disliking, in cases 
like this, have similar effects. I cai* 
think of nothing but the detestable La- 
dy Fanny. , So dear West, I bid you: 
heartily farewell. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXL 



Lady Alice Sinclear to the Countess of 

Hassard. 

Civcndiih $q\»*e. 

Congratulate, give me joy, 

Lady Hassard. Poh t Why ask you 
for what I abound in already ? I am 
joy all over; it sparkles in my eyes, 
and trembles at the very ends of my 
fingers— rSuch a conquest ! Well ; I. 
have been so long the drudge of my 
own machinations, that any thing in* 
ferior I should have thought an insuf- 
ficient reward for the many tedious* 

nights, 
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eights, the slavery of scheming has. 
kept me waking, without reckoning 
the fidgets by day which have torment- 
ed me these three months ; not that 
he swore, or even said, he loved me ; 
but attentions so visible, looks so ten- 
der, a preference so mortifying, I saw 
it touched her to the very soul, I saw" 
her chagrin through the thick mask of 
hypocrisy, with which she tried to veil 
it 

* 

Dear, delightful Derwent f Though: 
you should baulk . all my other expec* 
fctfions, I will still adore thee, for having; 
gratified my revenge, for piqtfeing the- 
vanity, the almost invincible vanity of 
my bosom friend. — Nowj must you be- 
tediously dull, and horridly insipid, if 
you do not by this time perfectly un- 
derstand the nature of my triumph, 

and* 
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ami the cause of my present exultation. 
1 do not take vou to be either dull or 
insipid ; yet, far you better informa- 
tion, I shall treat vou with the whole 
pleasant rencounter ; for, unless you are 
an absolute witch, you can never guess 
at the interesting particulars* Accord- 
ing to my usual custom, 1 went this 
morning, between the hours of one 
and two, to visit my de*F sweet Lady 
Mortington. Well; I found her 
alone ; we embraced with our accus- 
tomed cordiality; for the violence of 
our friendship has this effect, that we 
appear as rejoiced to see each other af- 
ter one night's separation, as if we had 
not met for years or ages. I spoke to 
her of a picture-auction in Pall-mall ^ 
I asked if she would venture out, hav- 
ing myself a passionate desire to see the 
collection, in which I had been told 

there 



ALURKUUJfc 265 

there were some pieces of great estima- 
tion. It seldom happens that I speak 
without design; ^but when I proposed 
this party, I had positively no design 
at all. I proposed it merely for the . 
sake of variety. I found no company 
there to amuse me. She, as concealed 
as ever 031 the. business of my heart > 
no hopes she would unbend ; her sub- 
jects as insignificant as herself; so the 
consequence was, • that I fell into a fit of 
pawning; and her insipid chit-chat; 
had I been bored with it half an hour; 
would have so vapoured me, that I 
should not have recovered in a cen- 
tury. — Oh ! it was the luckiest, lucki- 
est thought that ever crossed my ima- 
gination : Fortune stood behind tire 
curtain ; I did not see her, but I cer- 
tainly must have felt her^direotiagin* 
iluence— — —Shall we go, my dear JUU 

cia? 
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had the assurance to entertain me with 
long accounts of an humble compa- 
nion she had picked up, or her wise 
mother (much the sam« tiling) had 
picked tip for her; a mighty ho- 
nour, truly, to make me the confidant of 
her creature's extraordinary excellen- 
cies. I expect she will next introduce 
me to her valet, and call him a noble- 
man in disguise. I did not chuse to 
quarrel with an idiot for an act of idiot- 
ism; but when she talked of bringing this 
/mock Madam to town, I had no longer 
patience. I gave her to comprehend her 
toad-eater was pot a Companion for 
other people of distinction, who were 
not entitled to her secret services ; or 
some hint like this; I do not exactly 
remember what. She had just sense 
enough to read my meaning, made 
an apology for beiug obliged, on the 

part 



part of obedience, not to le&ve ber he* 
bind in the country; and assured me 
I should be never incommoded with 
her presence, ' 

Now you muSt know, Lady Has* 
sard, the fool hafc reaHy kept her word 
*vith such exactness, fchat I have not. 
teen able to get a glimpse of this odd 
body since they came tip, till this 
morning, when my curiosity began to 
murmur,- that it was withheld from & 
. gratification so easily obtained; and at 
last my pride submitted to its instiga- 
tions, which were become quite trou- 
blesome.— My dear, said I, you must 
.let me see that Olivia I have, heard of 
450 often ; if you have no use for her at 
your toilet, pray send her to me; there 
is no occasion, I find, for my abso- 
lutely avoiding her; she will know 
vol. jn n • her 



t - 
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her distance, aud perhaps I may be en- 
tertained by her tattle whilst your La- 
dyship is dressing. — Indeed, Lady 
Alice, she replied, haughtily, I do not 
know what vou mean bv mv having no 
tu?e for .Olivia; she is not my attend- 
ant ; whenever she sits by me wheij I 
am at my toilet, I am pleased with Jher 
conversation, and think ravself favour- 
ed; — I shall send her to you, but must 
desire, my dear, you will not receive 
h^er in any less respectable light than 
that of my friend, of whose merit I am 
eyery day more sensible. I shall be 
disappointed when you have seen her, 
if you do not confess her worth}' of 
n?y friendship. Did you ever he^r 
apy thing half so insolent ? It was not 
my business to drop her here, or she 
should have experienced my resent- 
jnent; besides, I was resolved to see her 

creature; 
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creature; and to avoid a disappoint- 
ment, did not think proper to dispute 
the mode in which- I was to receive 
her. As soon as she turned her back, 
I carelessly extended myself on a sofa ? 
full of wrath; which was mixed with a 
degree of impatience for the appear- 
ance of this important personage, on 
whose account I had been so discom- 
posed by the saucy" Countess. The 
<Joor opened ; my curiosity was doubled ; 
I turned niy eyes eagerly that way, 
and seeing one of the most elegant fe- 
male figures that can ,be imagined, in- 
stead of the little mushroom I expect- 
ed, I was actually rising to receive her 
—•half ashamed to be discovered in my 
negligent positiou. Fortunately, she 
spared me the confusion of so absurd a 
Condescension, by saying, with a mt)- 
<kst air, — which, I must; confess, was 

n 2 attended 
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attended by a je ?ie Scai quoi that Star- 
tled me, — I hope, Madam, I am not 
an intruder; I am here to receive your 
Ladyship's commands, at the request 
of Lady Mortington, and should be 
sorry if my presence were to disturb 
your case in any respect. My coun- 
tenance altered; I looked her over 
from head to heel with a scornful ^ir 
of contempt Not in the least, Miss, 
said I, resuming my former posture, 
from which I was but haif risen. When . 
I saw how extremely beautiful she was, 
I could not think of any other appella- 
tion thaji Miss, insignificant enough 
to shew my disgust at seeing a dirt- 
sprung girl apcing the graces and dig- 
nity of fashion. You may sit dowiv 
Miss; I have forgot your najne; pray 
put me right? My name, JV^adam, is 
Olivia Mildmay. And so chilfl, you, 

are 



i x ... 

-are under the protection, that is, you 
live with Lady Mottington. I looked 
her full in the face j a tear started at 
my supercilious glance* / 1: tansy you 
. have been unfortunate; but at present 
you.can certainly want for nothing ; I 
have long knowii your Lady ; we have 
been intimate from children ; and have 
often contributed to raise little people 
from distress. Lady Mortingtort is a 
.charitable, good woman, Mrs. Olivia; . 
I could repeat many instances of her 
feelings for poor bg&icS, if I did not 
suppose you very sufficiently convinced 
of her goodness, not to need any other 
precedent. I spoke this, my dear, 
merely to try if she had the least spark 
of that humility, which should belong 
to her dependent station j but could 
discover nothing like it Instead of 
smiling, and looking pleased at the cha* 
; n 3 racter 
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racter I had given her Lady, she pre- 
tended to sigh, as if she had been born 
a person of rank; and a faint blusi^ 
which became her infinitely more than 
there was occasion for, just tinged th& 
middle of her cheeks.; To tell you the 
truth, Lady Hassard, I would give the 
universe to command just such a blush 
when I next meet Derwent; her eyes, 
were full of something — I do not 
know what — I cannot define it — suck 
a bustle as she threw into them, I al- 
most expected they would have spoke ; 
their odious animation came the near- 
est to speech of any thing I ever be- 
held. Bless me, child, what ails you ? 
cried I. Why your eyes are quite ter- 
rible; are you seized with any sudden 
disorder? -I beg your pardon, Ma- 
dam, returned the chit, with a smite 
of contemptuous. mildness; I, am per- 

'- .. fectly 
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fectly well— perfectly composed — irty 
heart and eyes are in unison; the, 
latter express the sentiments of the for- .. 
mcr; and, if your Lapyship were ac- 
quainted with their language, you 
would discover nothing very terrible ia 
either. Indeed, young woman, you 
speak nlighty well; pray go on; I ad- 
mire your composure — and I laiighedy 
I pretend to no skill in eyes: Be so 
kind, child, to tell me hi plain Eng- 
lish, whatyour's meant to have said?~— 
They meant, Madam, to haye explain* 
ed, that I applied with all humility, , 
your late application: had I neglected - 
to do this, the goodness of your endea- J 
vours to awaken me to a full sense of 
my poverty, would have failed in the 
well-meant design, for which, I pre- .;" 
sume, your Ladyship intended it; per- = 
haps I have been unfortunate; perhaps ■» 

n 4 too* 
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too, in my present happy situation, I 
might possibly have forgot my misfor- 
tunes. Lady Alice Sinclear has conde- 
scended to rouze me from uiy unguard- 
ed security; she has set before me, fa 
characters I cannot mistake, how pre- 
carious the happiness of a friendless c&» 

» 

phan 4 who is supported by charity, I 
thank you, Madam, for teaching me 
this humiliating lesson* 

At this moment Lord Mortingtoifc 
entered; and, for the first time in my 
life, I saw him push his prim face inta 
$he room without wishing him at — : — > 
no matter where ; but now I reallv re*? 
joiced that he came so opportunely ta 
my relief. I was got into a t£te-a-t£te, 
from which I felt I should not be ajble 
to extricate myself with becoming dig- 
nity. I confess that the assumed airs 

of 
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of this little, low, mean ' insignificant, 
this dependent, this creature, this 
toad-eater to the woman in the world 
I most despise, had the power to make 
me small in the sight of my own impor- 
tance. I felt my face glow.- I should 
die with shamfe, could I think she had < 
observed my confusion. I took pains 
to avoid her pbiiited looks, and care* 
lessly trifled with my muflf the wlible 
time she was addressing herself to me. 
If ever I being such another dilemma: 
on my own head, ^may I suffer the pu- 
nishment my folly would deserve ! My 
curiosity should have perished, had' 
I known its gratification would have, 
been the meatis of humbling me so • 
egregiously as I have been humbled ; IV 
detest the subject; and, to make my 
yanity full amends, shall hasten to alio- 
tber, which is the superstructure on - 

n£. - which 
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which I build the completion of aR? 
my wishes. A dirty cit comes for his; 
money ; I must break off to send my 
steward orders to dispatch him*.. 

CONTINUATION.. 

Lady Mortmgton did not affront?* 
me by makings the fiiir^ conceited ple- 
beian, one of our party to the auction :;- 
her Lord offered to be our escort: she* 
looked as if she had rather trust to Pro*-' 
vidence for a protector, but did not- 
dare to refuse him. Charmed, trans- 
ported by a proposal so unexpected, I 
gave him a thousand acknowledg- 
ments, for the favour he intended us y 
I said, and I said it in the very sitice-^ 
r rty of my heart, that there was not s a 
man in the world I should advance to- 
the honour of being my escort on this* 

occasion.. 



©ccastbn in preference to his 'Lordship* 
Can you doubt the truth' of this asser- 
tion, or can you suspect xne of the- 
wicked design* to alienate hifc trumpery- 
-heart from the Countess ? ^ No, no, La- 
dy Hassard, on the contrary, instead o£ 
using any arts to divide the gentle paip, 
^rtl the arts, all the contrivances I am 
mistresaof, shall generously be employ- 
ed in drawing them still closer to each* 
others I would, if possible, pull t^e* 
Blessed knot so very, Very tight, that 
their persons at least should be insepa- 
rable, however far their minds may be- 
asunder: Whenever I attend Lady 
Mortington to ^ny place of public en-* 
tertainment, the company of her Lord- 
would make me feel quite comfortable ;i 
—such a husband, planted at her elbow, 
will give me ample security for her 
good behaviour; it will be no fault of 

miue> 



mine, if he does not often grace our* 
parties with his presence. I am so 
.much his Lordships debtor* for going 
with us this morning, that he is entitled 
to my best offices; nor shall bis pro- 
perty in the bauble he has purchased, 
be invaded by a former bidder, if my 
urtwearied diligent attentions can pre- 
vent the damage : yes,- 1 am resolved to 
protect his honour at the expence of 
my whole precious time: no engage- 
ment, no business, no pleasures, shall;, 
call me one moment off my duty, if h 
should find it necessary to mount a, 
constant guard of observation. Pish I 
I have all the reason in the world to 
suppose it will be quite unnecessary; 
my swget Derwent's indifference could 
not be counterfeited ; it was neither 
scornful or studied; his whole beha- : 
viour was politely -cold, and negligently. 

civil ; ; 



civil ; in shoft, it was just what I could, 
have wished k to -be. •«.* 

» - * 

i 

You, my clear, you who are fcveife 
better versed than myself in the thou- 
sand intricacies of deceit tell me, I 
beseech you* if, in all its various wind- 
ings* your penetration can discover one 
spark of love, one ember of preference 
for Lady Mo&ington, concealed unr 
der appearances so unfavourable tober*, 
so favourable to myself* I shall be 
monstrously disappointed, if you <fa» 
not confirm my sanguine hopes*, 
amounting almost to certainty, that; 
every combustible of this dangerous, 
tendency is absolutely extinguished. 
Hear, then, the particulars:^ Uonouft 
my discernment, and give me your best 
wishes, that my eyes may light up a 
passion in the bceast of Decweut,. supe- 
rior 
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yior to any that has ever yet burnt for 

■ 

my rival. 

Before you can be a competent judge 
of what is what, I must tell you alt t 
about it We had scarce been three 
minutes in the auction-room, when 
Lord Mortington desired M r e would, 
follow him to look at a picture, that, in , 
his opinion, was extremely well worth 
our notice ; — his opinion did not ap- 
pear to be singular ; it was supported 
by the multitude, who eagerly pressec} 
to that part of the room at which it 
was fixed. I am a great. admirer of- 
fine paintings, and was horridly vexed 
at not being able to get near enough 
to sefe the piece to tolerable advantage,. 
My mortification at being so disagree- 
ably incommoded, I was expressing^ 
in a- tone that I believe was neithec . 

• * • striking; 
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striking for its affability or good hu- 
mour, when Derwent, who was stand- 
ing within the circle, happened to turn 
his head towards us ; he saw my diffi- 
culty to proceed, and stept forward to 
offer his assistance. Lady Morting- 
ton. he had hot yet perceived ; -she wqs 
standing behind me, Jeaning on the 
arm ot her husband ; it was myself who 
placed her in that Unviable picturesque 
representation of sweet domestic fell? 
city. Dear Lady Mortington, forgive 
my freedotn ; you* situation demands 
particular caution ; rest on your Lord s 
arm, we shall be strangely pushed 
about ; your foot may slip ; come,, 
come, for once do not mind erring 
against feshibn. I whispered this loud 
enough for the person I intended it 
should reach : He \ smiled, thanked 
me for my obliging hint; and I had 
•■>/ " tha. 
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the pleasure of seeing her chained to 
her oar, notwithstanding her utmost re- 
sistance, attended with such looks, di- 
rected against my otficiousness, as- 
seemed to threaten me with her ever-' 
lasting displeasure. Well, as I was. 
saying, when the divine Denrent ap- 
proached me, he had not observed 
her Ladyship ; he offered his hand to 
conduct me through the crowd. I ac- 
cepted it, you may be assured ; and 
turning my head exultingly over my- 
shoulder, I said, with an air of tri~ 
umph, I have no scruple of leaving 4 
you Lady Mortington under so good 
protection as your husband. I would 
not advise you to follow us ;— the heajt 
will oppress you** Since I am so neaii 
Lord and Lady Mortington, said my* 
charming, charming, Derwesty, wit& 
aa indifference that enchanted me, I 

shall 
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shall be ambitions <of Joying them' ray 
respects; — will your Ladyship, do nie 
the honour of presenting jne to youc 
friends r— You can certainly -want no 
introduction, my. Lord, replied v I, 
smiling ; then turning to the Earl and 9 
Countess,— your Lordship; may go for- 
ward—your own merits can. nev£r fail 
of procuring you a gracious reception 
from every woman, and on every occar 
sipn. The last severe words I did not- 
speak with my tongue ; but if I mis* 
take not* they were expressed to the 
purpose, by still, more eloquent lan- 
guage.— Heavens ! what A inimitable 
grace, what spirited dignity, informed 
his animated countenance, as he paid 
Lady Mortingtou the distant offerings 
of civility ! — Not a sigh of regret — 
not a glance of reproach^ alarmed my 
apprehensions ; all : was profound com- 
posure, 
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posure, and determined coolness. 
With the same easy unembarrassed air, 
he accosted her clumsy Lord, who stood 
twirling his thumbs, and looking as if 
lie could not help it. I could die with 
laughing at the contrast — such a co.n- 
tiast, person, and manners, O ! it was 
charming, infinitely charming ; yet 
Alicia had too much qrtful pride to 
let me see that she drew any compari- 
son in: favQUr of the former.; well, well, 
no matter ; I forgive her art on this 
single consideration, that I know her 
soul must be full of a.subject, which, 
in the moments of reflection, will suf- 
ficiently torment her. We parted 
friends, my Lord, (said the divine 
Derwent, when he offered his fine* 
turned hand to the acceptance of Mor- 
tington) we meet, I hope,, on the 
same tcx-ius i your friendship will be a 

considerable 
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considerable addition to my happiness ; 
for the continuance of your Lordship's 
felicity, my wishes are sincere and ai> 
dent. The heavy-headed Earl seemed 
pleased ; his clouded brow, which cer- 
tain conjectures had overspread, cleared 
in an instant : dispositions the most 
suspecting must, sometimes, give way 
to conviction ; infatuation itself could 
not have mistaken expressions so 
strongly marked with indifference : 
he saw he had nothing to fear ; he 
met his advances with tolerable grace, 
accepted his friendship, and appeared 
to have forgot this Adonis had ever 
been his rival. Our conversation soon 
became general; Derwent supported it 
with a gay unconcern, a natural vi- 
vacity that shewed a mind at ease, and 
a heart perfectly disencumbered from 
its former ridiculous attachment. He 

said 
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said a thousand obliging things to tnt, 
and looked mare than he said : in his 
attentions to LordMortingtou, he was 
•exceedingly polite, nor did his silence 
to the languishing «Countess give me 
any cause to suspect he distinguished 
lier even, by. resentment. When he 
spoke Jo nve, if was on topics flattering 
to my judgments To her he talked of 
her sister Lady Nelson, and other such 
trifles. If you are displeased at my 
imperfect sketch of conquest, tell me 
. so in your next ; for positively at this 
time I can write no more. 

My impatience to visit the poor mor* 
tified Countess is ungovernable : The 
instant I. am dressed, for my eventing 
excursions, I flash upon her in all the: 
exultation of victory. 

' END OP THE 8SCOND VOLUME, 
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